Acts 14, Perseverance in mission Work

Acts 14:1.  (Pray)

In our study of the Lord’s work in and through His N.T. congregations, we’ve been looking particularly at the congregation in Antioch, Syria.  God called Paul and Barnabas to go to the regions beyond and led the congregation to lay hands on them and send them forth for the cause of Christ.  John Mark went with them and they preached throughout the Isle of Cyprus and then went to Asia Minor when Mark returned to Jerusalem.  In the town of Antioch Pisidia, Paul and Barnabas were shamefully treated and from there went to Iconium and then to Derbe and Lystra where they were also treaded very badly.  Finally, they returned to their sending church to give a report on all things that God had done.  They were not freelancers and scripture clearly shows that they were under the authority of the congregation in Antioch Syria.  We notice three main points in this chapter.
The Raging of the unbelievers against them.  Acts 14:1-7.

1.  They went two  by two.  Lk.10:1.

2.  They saw may Jews and Gentiles saved.  1Cor.21-5.


3   They saw also many reject the gospel.  Matt.5:11-12.

4.  They saw their message vindicated with signs & wonders. Rom.15:18-19.


5.  They saw division among the hearers.  Lk.12:51-52.


6.  They kept on the move and were not swayed from the mission.  Matt.10:23.

The Royal treatment of the pagans to them.  Acts 14:8-19.

1.  The lame man leaped with physical and spiritual healing. 

2.  The pagan worshipers tried to bow to P&B but no.  


3.  The false religionist knew it takes blood to approach deity. 


4.  The heathen hear another gospel sermon.  Ps.145:9.


5.  The Apostle went back to strengthen believers even after being left for dead.


6.  The language indicates they organize N.T. congregations in these places.

The Return of the Missionaries to their sending church.  Acts 14:20-28.  

1.  They spent about eighteen months on this mission trip.

2.  They set things in gospel order among the congregations of baptize believers.


3.  They returned to their sending church to give a report on the work. 


4.  They spent considerable time at home resting after this mission trip.

Conclusion:  The faithful dedication of these brethren ought to inspire us to the place of greater loyalty to the things of Christ.  Make sure you are settled on the true doctrine of salvation through the ministry of the preached word of God.  We urge sinners to repent and believe the gospel.  We urge believers to follow the Lord in scriptural immersion and faithful service in His local N.T. congregation.  AMEN.  
