Acts 13, The Beginning of Foreign Missions
Acts 13:1.  (pray)

After the ascension of Christ, His congregation waited in Jerusalem until she was immersed in the Holy Spirit.  This accredited her as the House of God for this age.  Persecution then drove many of the congregation out of Jerusalem to other areas where they organized other congregations of like faith and order.  The reoccurring theme of salvation for Jews and Non-Jews alike is seen in the validation of God’s grace on the Samaritans and even the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius the Roman Centurion.  Apostolic power was at work in those days and the congregation in Antioch Syria was blessed in a mighty way.  This is where the followers of Christ were first called Christians and we see in this chapter that this congregation is recognized for being faithful in sending men to do the Lord’s work on fields of foreign service.  Notice five things as we read this chapter.
The Mission Work Characteristics.  Acts 13:1-3.

1.  Done directly through the local congregation (Antioch.)

2.  Done according to the landmarks of a sponsor congregation (Jerusalem.)

3.  Done under the authority of Christ in an existing congregation. Rom10:15. 


4.  Done with the Bible pattern and principle of “after their kind.” Gen.1:21-24.
The Mission Work on Cyprus.  Acts 13:4-13.


1.  They ministered on this island in the eastern Mediterranean, the homeland of 
Barnabus thoroughly in the major cites both east (Salamis) and west (Paphos.)   

2.  They ministered to Jews and exposed the Sorcerer, Bar-Jesus or Ilymas. 


3.  They ministered with the help of John Mark and Saul is called Paul now.


4.  They ministered from the island to Asia Minor and Mark went home.

The Mission Work in the City of Antioch Pisidia.  Acts 13:14-25.


1.  Antioch Pisidia was a major city.  Paul’s mode of operation was to go to the 
Jews first and then the Gentiles in the major cities of a region. 

2.  Antioch Pisidia had open doors of opportunity for the Missionaries. 


3.  Antioch Pisidia Jews heard a message similar to that preached by Stephen.  
The Mission Work of Convincing with the Gospel of Christ.  Acts 13:26-41.


1.  The meat of the message was the gospel of Jesus Christ.

2.  The message must accomplish complete deliverance or it is a false gospel.


3.  The men of the O.T. described the things of Christ clearly but the Jewish 
people as a whole are blind to the truth of Christ.  

4.  The message of the resurrection is a divinely illuminated truth. 


5.  The move to Christ alone for salvation is stressed.  The law cannot save. 

The Mission Work Confounded by Jews and Claimed by Gentiles.  Acts 13:42-52.  

1.  The Jewish Proselytes received the truth and were exhorted to continue in the 


grace of God.

2.  The “whole city” came out to hear the preaching the next Sabbath.


3.  The unbelieving Jews contradicted the gospel of grace.

4.  The Baptist Missionaries rebuked the opposition and turned to the Gentiles. 
Isa.49:6.  Here again is that reoccurring N.T. theme.


5.  The spread of the gospel to the Gentiles also was gladly received.  Acts 13:48 
is a real problem verse for the Arminians.  God’s choice in election is not based 
on anything He foresaw in them.  It was sovereign and unconditional.  Eph.1:3-7, 
2Tim.1:9, 2Thess.2:13-14.

Conclusion:     When sinners are saved the Bible way, they want to let it be known and they want to show the right way of salvation everywhere they can.   The enemy of Christ will always have those that will fight against the spread of message of sovereign grace but God’s word will always accomplished what He has sent it forth to do.  Some will believe it to the salvation of their soul and some will reject it to their own destruction.  How is it with you?  The message goes out to the whole world today and whosoever will, may come.  We urge you to come by grace through faith to Christ today and let the redeemed of the Lord say so.  AMEN.  
