Acts 12, Deliverance and Destruction
Acts 12:1.  (Pray)

Persecution scattered the members of the first congregation of the Lord Jesus in Jerusalem and many other congregations of like faith and order sprang up in many places from that first one.  In this chapter, Herod Agrippa martyred James the brother of John.  He had the same plans for Peter but God miraculously intervened.  It is interesting that when the Angel smote Herod, he was destroyed in verse 23 but when the Angel smote Peter, he was delivered in verse 7.  As we think about Deliverance and Destruction in this chapter, we will notice three things.  There was Strong Opposition, Surprising Deliverance, and Sudden Destruction.
THE STRONG OPPOSITION.  ACTS 12:1-6.


1.  About the time the Congregation in Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas with love offerings for the poor congregations in Judea, Herod began fighting the cause of  Christ again, not Herod the Great who killed the babies, or his son Herod Antipas who killed John the Immerser, but his grandson Herod Agrippa I.  Mk.10:39. 

2.  All the Power of Rome has always been against the true N.T. congregations.


A.  This was true of Political Rome.  Caligula, Nero, etc.



B.  This is true of Religious Rome.  The Catholic hierarchy and Papacy.


3.  About the word Easter, there are two main arguments.  The first states that Easter and Passover were synonymous English terms for the Greek word pashcha in the 1600’s.  The second states that using Easter was proper because it signified the pagan Roman holiday that centered on the worship of Isthar the Queen of heaven.  This pagan Roman holiday was later “Christianized” by the Catholics.  Either way, members of true N.T. congregations shouldn’t identify with Roman paganism by any name.  
THE SURPRISING DELIVERANCE.  ACTS 12:7-19.


1.  An Extraordinary phenomenon happened that night.  V.7-9.

2.  An Extreme breach of heavy security happened. V.10.


3.  An Evangelist was talking to himself about it.  V.11.


4.  An Ecclesia got prayers answered beyond belief.  V.12-16.


5.  An Exciting morning and an execution of the jailers happened. V.17-19.
THE SUDDEN DESTRUCTION.  ACTS 12:20-25.


1.  A Political moment came by God’s providence.  V.20-21.  

2.  A Pompous man puffed himself up with false flattery. V.22.

3.  A Painful and immediate judgment passed upon Herod that moment. V.23.

4.  A Promotion of the word of God went forth.  V.24.  

5.  A Prospective Missionary party returned from the congregation that met in Mark’s Mama’s house in Jerusalem and went back to the congregation in Antioch Syria. V.12&25.

CONCLUSION:  God is real and God is God.  We, as His people, ought to give Him great praise and glory for how He works in our lives.  Pray for those unsaved around us that they might be awakened to their need of a Savior and turn to Christ in repentant faith for salvation.  Lost friend, look to Him now for a new heart and new life forever more.  AMEN.  
