Acts 11, Christ’s work continues in N.T. Congregations
Acts 11:1.  Pray.

Christ is the most important man in all history.  The 39 books of the O.T. pointed to His coming.  The 27 books of the N.T. tell of his life, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, and  His ongoing ministry in and through His congregations.  Members of the first assembly in Jerusalem spread out to other places and many other congregations of like faith and order began to stand for the gospel in other communities.  Last time we saw the important truth emphasized about how Christ would have Jews and Gentiles alike to serve him in His validated house of worship.   In chapter eleven, we notice three main things.  
The Jerusalem Flock heard Peter’s testimony about the Gentiles.  Acts 11:1-18.

1.  Hatred of Gentiles by Jews was an error that developed into heresy. Phil.3:2.

2.  Home Mission work by Peter was accountable to the congregation.


3.  Having membership in a true congregation will not save your soul but being 
 
     set in the Pillar and ground of the truth will save you from the maze of false 
  
     doctrines out there in the religious world.


4.  Holy Spirit power encouraged Peter to immerse the Gentile believers and 
 
     organize them into the first Gentile Baptist Congregation.

The Antioch Flock began with mainly Gentiles in Syria.  Acts 11:19-26.


1.  The connection of Antioch with Jerusalem is clear from Acts 11:19 & context. 

2.  The National prejudices are hard to break.  But God did it in Antioch.

3.  The City of Antioch Syria was the third largest in the Roman Empire.


4.  The Jerusalem congregation heard about the souls saved in Antioch and sent 
     
     Barnabus to form a congregation there.  This shows that the authority of Christ 
     is essentially through a true N.T. Congregation.  


5.  The sincerity of Barnabus is seen in his bringing Saul from Tarsus to help in 
    
     the work.  God blessed mightily and this is where believers were fist called   
  
     Christians, a term used only two other times in scripture. Acts 26:28, and 
    
     1Pet.4:16.  It was originally a term of derision but turned into a badge of honor 
     worn by those that are faithful to Christ.  
The Flocks worked together in ministering the gospel and mercy.  Acts 11:27-30.  


1.  The Prophets prophesied in Jerusalem and Antioch telling the truth according 
    
      to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Agabus told of the famine that came.

2.  The People in the Antioch congregation sent love offerings to Saints in need 
   
      among the congregations in Judea.  


3.  The Pioneering spirit of the Antioch congregation shows up in both their 
    
      charity of mercy and in their church planting ministry through authorized 
 
      officers.
Conclusion:  One of the things that is seen in the history of the N.T. as the story unfolds in the book of Acts is that the work of Christ goes on and it is carried on in His name by His local congregations that were established according to the pattern of the landmarks of the Bible.  The N.T. teaches Local Church Truth and nothing more when it comes to biblical Ecclesiology but salvation is in Christ and Him alone.  Trust Him now.  AMEN. 
