Acts 10, The First Gentile Congregation
Acts 10:1.  (Pray)

When Christ ascended in Acts 1, He instructed His congregation to wait in Jerusalem until they received the power that He gave when He immersed them in the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  The apostolic gifts manifested that day were to accredit the Lord’s congregation as the House of God in this age. Satan began to hinder the work of the Lord through His congregation from without and from within.  Saul of Tarsus became a great persecutor of the congregation and made havoc of her, Acts 8:1-4, which caused many of the members of the Jerusalem congregation to move to other communities in Judea and Samaria.  Acts 8:5-15.   It wasn’t until after the conversion of Saul of Tarsus that the congregations in these parts had rest.  Acts 9:31.  In Chapter 10 we have the establishment of the first New Testament congregation made up of Gentile members.  The apostolic gifts poured out on these Gentile converts were a divine affirmation to the Jewish believers that membership in the Lord’s congregations was not a thing for Jews only but Gentiles were also to be included equally.  Let us notice 5 things in this chapter.
1.  The Character of Cornelius.  Acts 10:1-8.

A.  He was an officer and a gentleman.  Some commentators say he was the 
Centurion in Mark 15:39.  John Gill and T.P. Simmons say he believed before 
Peter came to him because of the preaching throughout all Judea in Acts 9:36-37.

B.  He was devout (Godly).  He taught his family to fear God.  He was a praying 
man and a giving man.  He was obedient to heavenly instruction. 
2.  The Vision of Peter.  Acts 10:9-18.


A.  Peter was a man of prayer too and was praying in secret according to Matt.6:6.  
The main lesson in Peter’s vision was “What God hath cleansed (as in Cornelius) 
that call not thou common.”  

B.  Peter was to learn, as should we, that the ground is level at the cross for all 
types of men regardless of their race, background, or social status.  Gal.3:28-29.  
Col.3:10-11.  

C.  A word about visions and dreams.  God used various different means to 
instruct and direct His people until the entire canon of His word was complete.  
After that, there was no longer a need for continuing special revelations.  
1Cor.13:8-10.  Heb.1:1-2.  Rev.22:18.  The “received text” is the standard that 
God’s people are to go by.  It is the final authority now and nothing else is valid.
3.  The Meeting of Peter and Cornelius.  Acts 10:19-33.


A.  As Peter pondered the vision God told him to go with the three men seeking 
him at the door.  There was a connection between them and the vision.   

B.  When Peter arrived in Caesarea, Cornelius fell at his feet in homage but Peter 
did not receive it.  Many religious leaders should learn from this example.    


C.  Cornelius had gathered a crowd to hear Peter preach the word.  Peter brought 
up the Jew vs Gentile thing and explained the lesson God showed him from the 
vision.

4.  The Preaching of Peter.  Acts 10:34-43.


A.  Peter began with the premise that God has opened the door of grace to all men 
without distinction, Jew and Gentile alike.  He then went on to preach his favorite 
message, the Gospel, 38-41.  Verse 35 should encourage every true local New 
Testament congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ to have a universal outreach.  It 
is not a universal church with a local ministry; the Bible teaches the local 
congregation is to have a universal ministry.   
5.  The Authentication upon the Gentiles.  Acts 10:44-48.  


A.  As on the day of Pentecost, while Peter preached, the believers there began to 
speak in other languages.  Every instance in the book of Acts where this 
phenomenon happened, an Apostle was there.  This immersion in the Holy Spirit 
validated that God would also save Gentiles and they could be members of the 
Lord’s 
congregation too.  

B.  With their salvation validated, The Gentile believers followed the Lord in  
scriptural immersed and became the nucleus of the first local congregation of 
strictly Gentile believers organized under the authority of Christ through His 
congregation in Jerusalem.  

Conclusion:  How thankful we should be that God would have mercy on even the uncircumcised nations of the world.  The power of the gospel is an amazing thing indeed.  Rom. 1:16.  Let us ever be vigilant in the preaching of the gospel.  Look at the example of Peter thus far in our study of the book of Acts.  When ever he found himself with an opportunity to preach, his message always centered on the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Oh unsaved listener, do you not see your need of a Saviour?  Turn in repentant faith now to Jesus.  Look to Him today and be saved.  AMEN.  12/11.  
