Abounding Hope
Rom.15:13.  (Pray)

Many in our country today are very concerned about the direction we are headed.  In the 2008 election America was promised Hope and Change but it hasn’t turned out like most voters expected.  The natural response to what’s happening and the arrogance of our elite political leadership is usually frustration and anger.  The first impulse is to strike back with a vengeance but we that are saved must also bear a good witness of the saving grace of God in our heart.  One thing that we can know for sure is that true hope is found only in our Saviour.  That is an abounding hope.  These are perilous times indeed and there are more dark days coming but in reality, these are some of the best times in history for Bible believers.  In America we can still preach on the radio and print and disperse our literature and attend our worship services without fear of arrest.  And we have the blessed hope that Christ’s second coming is closer now than it has ever been before.  Our hope is an abounding hope but there are problems with the hope and change the world offers.  
I. Problems begin when God is removed from the public sphere.
1. Secularism leads to a Godless state and kills individual freedom. Mt.6:33.
2. 1Peter 4:12-14 speaks to believers in a hostile culture.

3. Sharing the gospel is our primary goal. We must speak it and show it.

A. Showing it means being informed.  Don’t fear to stand for Bible.

B. Showing it means being Biblical on the issues.  Pro-life, Eccl.11:5, Hos.12:3, Lk.1:44. 
C. Showing it means Voting Biblical Values.  Traditional Family.
II. Problems continue when believers buy into economical values.

1. Hitler did well in Germany by saving their economy. Dt.8:18.
2. Hungry people will yield their freedom in hard times to survive. Job 2:4.
3. Having socialism leads to tyranny.  Bible teaches the separation of governmental powers into three branches. Isa.33:22. 
4. Holding control over people works best when they will ignore abuse on others to prevent abuse on themselves.  Mt.10:28. 
5. Hearing the Bible taught will discourage debt.  Dt.15:6.  

6. Heroic American Founders defined equality differently than it is defined by political pundits today.  

A. To the Founders, equality was all men are created equal “under the Law” to pursue life, liberty and happiness. Gen.1:27-28.
B. To the Fundamental Changers of America, equality will evolve when we take wealth from one and give it to another making all of us more economically equal.  2Thess.3:10.
III. Problems end when believers put spiritual things before physical.

1. Legalizing immorality won’t make it moral.  
A. When Hitler de-humanized the Jews, killing them was not legally murder in Germany but it was wrong according to God.

B. When our Supreme Court de-humanized unborn babies, killing them was not legally murder but it is still immoral and the blackest sin in our nation’s history.  2Chron.7:14. 

2. Lay up your treasures in Heaven.  Mt.6:19-20, Jn.6:27. Heb.13:5-6. 
Conclusion:  If God is not real, there is no standard for the guidance of human law and nothing is unconditionally wrong.  The Mayflower Compact in 1620 pledged that Pilgrims in America would advance the Christian Faith.  Our Declaration of Independence stated that our freedom is rooted in a Biblical faith.  That is how we started as a nation.  Many may not act like it today but that is because secularists have systematically taken God out of our public life and rewritten our history books to do away with the spiritual principles our founders believed and have indoctrinated us with a totally economical worldview.  It is NOT the economy stupid; it is Divine revelation, providence and His sovereign grace.  If you want hope, get the hope that God gives through His eternal Son, who died, was buried and rose again the third day that we might have a remedy for our sin problem.  Repent and believe the gospel NOW.  AMEN.   
