ABUSE OF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY

Galatians 5:13  

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.”  PRAY.
 

The Bible teaches that Christ makes His people free.  That is so wonderfully true.  However, like anything else, even in Christian doctrine there are abuses. The apostle Paul spent much time directing churches concerning abuse of Christian doctrine and a misuse of Scripture. You may have heard it said, "You can make the Bible say anything you want to, if you bend it enough." We must take care not to take Scripture verses out of context.  Let us consider today three abuses of Scripture generally done under the heading of “Christian Liberty.” 

1.
ABUSE OF BIBLE DOCTRINE:

Paul often referred to the way others abused what he taught. Much of his letters to the Corinthian Church dealt with the abuse of Paul’s teaching on baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the Church and the place of members within the local Body of Christ, the lack of discipline within the church and the subject of marriage.  Probably one of the greatest abuses that Paul deals with is in His letter to the Galatian Churches is on the place of Mosaic Law in the New Testament churches. 

A.    The application of Scripture Misapplied:

2 Peter 3:15-16 
And account that the long suffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you.  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

1.     The application of this scripture is that all of us need to be aware of misapplying Scripture to an extreme position.

2.     Cults claim to base their teachings upon the Scriptures, but they do so only by taking Scripture out of context and forsaking the fundamentals of an orthodox position on the Bible. 

3.     They ignore the general rule to speak where the Bible speaks and to be silent where the Bible is silent.  

 2.  ABUSE OF SCRIPTURE UNDER GENERAL HEADINGS: (3 points)
A. The word liberty is abused- 2 Corinthians 3:17  “Now the Lord is that Spirit:  

      and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  When thinking of Christian 
      Liberty – Always remember it is “Freedom from NOT Freedom to”.  Grace 
      liberates us to live free of the bondage of sin.  It is NOT a get out of jail free card 
      to do as our flesh desires.  IF you are not under the law, then you are under grace  

      and that means the Spirit leads you and you do NOT manifest the works of the 
      flesh but the fruit of the Spirit.  Gal.5:18-26. 

B. The principle of Christian liberty is not an open door to do what we want.  We see this in the remarks of Paul to the Corinthian  Church.  1 Corinthians 8:9  “But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to  

       them that are weak.”

    C.     Antinomianism  means, “no law”. It comes from the idea that since Christ is the end of the law for believers - we are not under any law. That is an abuse of Scripture.  While the Christian is not under the Mosaic Law, we are under the Law of Christ, - which is LOVE. The moral law in the Ten Commandments is within the framework of LOVE. We find the Law of Love “in Christ” and it comes to us by the sovereign grace of God. 

 

3.
ABUSE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT LAW OF LOVE:


1 Corinthians 13:4  “Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity   

       vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.”           (The word “charity” is used  as “love”.)

Concerning our own salvation, we call it “free” and to us it is, but it cost God his Son, and it cost Jesus the death of the cross.  I want us to see that the New Testament Law of Christ- LOVE is not some wishy-washy sentlementality floating around with no strings attached & no responsibility or restraint.

A.
Look at Liberty Proclaimed:  
Luke 4:18  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”


1.
When Jesus rose from the waters of John’s Baptism the Holy Spirit came upon him in the form of a dove. The same Spirit led him into the wilderness where he was tempted by the devil. Following this victory, he began his earthly ministry. Jesus was the preexistent Word made flesh, but now he was operating as the Son of man. Most times, Jesus refers to himself as “the Son of man”.


2.
Jesus did not just proclaim liberty but through His sacrificial death and shed blood, he purchased it for the elect of God.            

B.    Look at Liberty Produced:  Galatians 5:6  “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.”

1.     The key words here are “faith” and “love”. 1 Corinthians 13:13  “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”

This is illustrated for us in the fact that “God is love” and is shown to us in Jesus Christ. We receive God’s love when we receive Jesus Christ. (This we do by the enabling power of the Holy Spirit). Faith does not regenerate us; it does however play a vital part in our salvation. (We are regenerated by the Holy Spirit – born of the Spirit – John 1:13’ 3:3.) One can no more birth himself spiritually than he can physically.

2.     Scripture does not teach that our flesh is liberated short of the second coming of Christ, but even then we will have a new and different body. Nowhere does the Bible teach that “liberty” means we can do whatever we want or never be in subjection to anyone or anything. We are never a “law unto ourselves.” 

     1 Corinthians 9:27  “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.”


3.     The Bible teaches us that we are to regulate our lives, our churches, and our nation by the Word of God. In our spiritual liberty, we must restrain our flesh.   James 2:12  “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.”  John 12:48  “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”  2 Timothy 2:15   “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  2 Timothy 4:2  “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”  James 1:22-23  “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass - ”  Matthew 4:4  “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17  “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

4.  The believer not only is not a law unto himself.  We are to stand fast and to 

     guard our liberty. Galatians 5:1  “Stand fast therefore in the liberty   

     wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
      of   bondage.”  1 Peter 2:16   “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke 
      of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.   

5. 
The apostle Paul certainly taught Christian liberty- but he also taught and practiced certain restraints.  1 Corinthians 8:13  “Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”  Paul had said that a Christian could eat whatever he wanted to eat (read this verse in context). However, he is dealing here with those who would eat the meat that had been sacrificed in the heathen temple offered unto idols and associated with idolatry. This in itself did not bother Paul, but it bothered many others as they associated “that” meat with idolatry. Paul put restraints on his eating of meat, if it would cause a weaker or younger Christian to stumble.

Conclusion:

Romans 14:23  “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Love took Christ to the cross; our love for one another will not take from another what they do not wish to give. Love restrains itself- it is not puffed up- it is kind- it envieth not – it vaunteth not itself.  May God help us to know and to live in this sphere of love.  AMEN.  
