A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ
2Tim.2:3.   Pray.  

As time goes by, we see more and more friends and loved ones in Christ go home to be with the Lord.  It is a bittersweet thing.  It is bitter because we miss them.  It is sweet because we know they are absent from the body and present with the Lord and someday soon we will join them at the feet of Jesus.  As I think of some of the modern day heroes of the faith that God used to touch my life, they were all an encouragement to me.  I want to be like them.  I want to be, as our text says, “A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ.”  That is what the Apostle Paul instructed Timothy to be.  Consider five things that identify a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ.
We will be strong in grace.  2Tim.2:1.
1. We will not back down even if it means being ostracized. Our two Missionaries Brothers Cresencio Baldemor & Robert Ellis.
2. We will support brethren of like faith & practice. TULIP.  Eph.2:1, 1:4-5, Jn.6:38-39, 1Thess.2:13, Jn.10:28.  
We will propagate the truth.  2Tim.2:2.

1. We will present the 5 points every way possible. Audio, print, web, school…
2. We will present the Landmark truth on service always. Preach it, print it, etc.
3. We will present the blessed hope of Christ’s soon return.  Rev.22:7. 
We will endure hardness.  2Tim.2:3.

1. We will preach when hardhearted sinners mock.  1Pet.4:3-4.
2. We will preach when hardened religionists reject the truth.  Acts7:57-58.
3. We will preach when our flesh feels too weary to go on. Matt.26:41.
4. We will preach when Satan does all he can to discourage.  Eph.6:11.
We will stay focused.  2Tim.2:4.

1. We will not stop fighting the good fight of faith.  1Tim.6:12.
2. We will not let financial things side track our service. Phil.4:19.
3. We will not let family things side track our service.  Mk.10:29-30.
4. We will not let the flesh side track our service.  2Cor.12:7-9.
We will put God first.  2Tim.2:4.  
1. We will remember HE chose us and called us to this ministry. 1Cor.1:26-29. 
2. We will please HIM according to His word.  1Pet.1:23-25. 
Conclusion:  We can be a good soldier of Jesus Christ because we have the Bible on our side.  We have the God of grace on our side.  We have faithful brethren in the ministry on our side.  We have beloved brethren that fought the good fight and have moved on home - still on our side.  WE are on the winning side.  If you are not saved, repent and believe the gospel.  As a believer, be a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  Be strong in grace, preach the truth, endure hardness, stay focused and always put God first.  AMEN.  
