The Cry for Revival.
Ps. 85:4-7.  Pray.

Revival is a thing that God gives to His people, individually, ecclesiastically, and nationally according to His sovereign grace.  When God moves upon the hearts of His elect and brings them graciously into His family, it seems as though it does not take very long at all for them to find themselves in need of Revival.  When this happens, God in mercy urges us to humble ourselves and pray.  2Chron.7:14. Our text is a classic example of the kind of prayer we offer in times like that.  It is a brokenhearted cry for a renewed fellowship with our heavenly Father.  As we consider “The Cry for Revival,” we notice 5 things.  
WE CRY FOR GOD TO TURN US.  Ps.85:4a.

1. God has turned us in the past by grace in salvation. Eph.2:8-10.
2. God will turn us again in mercy for revival.  Titus 3:5. Lam.5:21. 
WE CRY FOR GOD TO CEASE HIS ANGER.  Ps.85:4b-5.

1. God is angry at the wicked.  Ps.7:11-16.  The unrepentant unsaved shall be cast into hell when they die in their sin. Rom.6:23a, Rev.20:10-15.
2. God disciplines His children in love. Dt.8:5, Heb.12:6-7.  

WE PRAY FOR GOD TO RENEW THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION.  Ps.85:6.

1. God is the greatest revivalist in creation. Ps.51:1-12.  
2. God gives revival to those who are humbled and of a contrite heart. Ps.51:17.  
WE PRAY FOR GOD TO SHOW MERCY.  Ps.85:7a.  
1. God is full of mercy.  James 3:17, 1Pet.1:3.  He is in both salvation & revival.  
2. God is sovereign in mercy.  Rom.9:15-18.  It is not up to YOU.  It is His to give or withhold as He sees fit according to His good pleasure.  

3. God’s mercy is obtainable. 1Pet.2:9-10. His elect do indeed obtain His mercy. 
WE PRAY FOR GOD TO CONTINUE TO GRANT SALVATION.  Ps.85:7b.  
1. God has saved us by His grace.  Jn.1:14-17. Acts 4:33. Rom.3:24. 1Cor.15:10.
2. God is still in the saving business.  Isa.45:22. Matt.1:21, 11:28. Jn.3:14-18.
CONCLUSION:  “The Cry for Revival”  is a true heartfelt cry from one who has a saving relationship with God and longs for a closer fellowship with Him again.  It acknowledges our nothingness and God’s greatness.  It grieves at the terrible circumstances in which our sins and failures have gotten us.  It desperately longs for a renewed fellowship with God and a spiritual strength in our individual lives, in our church lives and in our national society.  It pleads for sovereign mercy and prays for the salvation of lost souls.  AMEN. 
