Judging Job and his Friends. Ch. 22-24.
Order in the court.

Job. 22:1-2    Pray. 

As we come to the third round of talks in this discussion, Eliphaz is the first to speak again and instead of trying to be a comfort, he turned the scene into a trial with himself as the prosecuting attorney.  It is three against one, as Job sets on the ash heap in Uz.  Eliphaz levels three false accusations against him in chapter 22.  Job ignores him and takes his case once again to the God of grace in chapters 23 and 24.

THREE FALSE ACCUSATIONS BY ELIPHAZ.  Job 22. 

1. Job is a sinner. Job 22:1-11. He suggests with cutting sarcasm that God is not punishing Job for piety. V.3-4. He brings a laundry list of charges against Job in V.5-11 and says THAT is why he is being punished.
2. Job is hiding his sins.  Job 22:12-20.  He is calling Job a hypocrite and warns him to look up.  V.12.  Look back and learn from hypocrites of the past. V.15. Poor Job.  His comforters are no comfort but are the rather – accusers.  
3. Job must repent of his sins. Job 22:21-30.  Eliphaz says some good things in the plea for repentance but as we shall see later, it is he; Bildad and Zophar that need to be right with God & Job will intercede for them.  Yes, acquaintance with God brings peace and good things from Him. V.21. Yes, it starts by going to God’s word and receiving it in our heart. V.22. Yes, returning to God involves a putting away of sin. V.23. However, the three comforters are more in need of these things than Job.  
THREE BITTER COMPLAINTS BY JOB.  Job 23 and 24. 

(Job ignores the men and goes to God instead.) . 
1. Job said God is hiding from me.  Job 23:1-12.  Job said, “If I could find Him I would argue my case. V.4  I would know His answer. V.5.  I cannot find Him anywhere. V.8-9.  But He knows where I am and when He tries me I will come forth as gold. V.10-12. 
2. Job said God is frightening to me.  Job 23:13-17. God is immutable in His counsel and sovereign in all He does. V.13. His perfect will for me shall be done. V.14. I know God is real but do not always know what He is doing and it scares me. V.15-16.  I am troubled when I focus on the darkness and do not see Him. V.17. 
3. Job said God is perplexing to me. Job 24 entirely deals with the seeming injustices that God permits in the world.  The wicked often appear to get away with immorality and the righteous appear to suffer injustice in spite of their integrity. Job sees this problem in three ways. 
A. There are injustices in the country.  V.1-11. Some remove the landmarks and steal feed and flocks. V.2. They do not care for widows and orphans. V.3. The wicked seem to fair just fine in the world. V.5-6.  Job’s implication regarding his friends is – If what they say is true, why are the poor treated so inhumanly by the wicked rich and God does nothing? V.7-11.  

B.  There are injustices in the city.  V.12-17.  The first problem is violence and murder. V.12-14. Then comes the sexual sins. V.16-17.  
C.  There is a curse upon the wicked.  V.18-25.  The wicked are a curse to themselves and to all around them.  God will deal with them in the end but in the meantime, they are trouble for all that are around them. V.20-24. Job again challenges his three friends to prove he is a liar if these things are not so. V.25. 
CONCLUSION:  Job does well in seeing somebody else's troubles besides his own and for expressing a holy anger against sin and injustice. Often, personal suffering makes us selfish and even blind to the needs of others, but Job was concerned for others who were hurting. His three friends were treating the problem of suffering in an abstract fashion, and Job wanted them to see hurting people and not just philosophical problems. Injustices in society cause a good deal of pain in people's lives, and we should certainly do all we can to uphold the law and promote justice. However, those who make the laws and those who enforce them are only human and cannot deal with everything perfectly. Jesus Christ will return soon and will judge the wicked, and establish His righteous king-dom. Till He comes, we must accept the reality of evil in this world and keep praying, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus".  AMEN.  

