Judging Job and his Friends. Ch. 20-21.
Zophar’s second speech.

Job.20:1-5.  Pray.

Zophar is the youngest of the three friends and after Job answered Eliphaz and Bildad, the younger man could not help but jump in quickly to make another point.  Apparently, something Job said struck a nerve with him and he felt he must quickly address it.  He in fact has nothing new to add to the discussion and continues to bang on the same string of the banjo as did the other two friends. God punishes the wicked and Job better repent and get right.  The theme of Zophar’s 2nd speech was in Job 20.  He had three main points. Job listened to him and responded in chapter 21 refuting Zophar’s argument in three points.  Consider Zophar’s argument and Job’s reply.
THE AWFUL FATE OF THE WICKED.  Job 20:4-29.

1. Their life is brief. Job 20:4-11.
A.  They die and vanish.  The bigger they are the harder they fall. V.6-8. 

2. Their pleasure is only temporary.  Job 20:12-19.

A. They loose everything in death and never really enjoy life. V.17-19. 

3. Their death is painful.  Job 20:20-29.  
A.  They won’t be protected by wealth. V.23. Justice shall prevail. V.27.

THE ACTUAL END OF THE WICKED.  Job 21:1-6… Job corrects the young Zophar.
1. The wicked may live long lives. Job 21:7-16. 
A.  They often prosper and have large families. V.8,9,11& 13.

2. The wicked do not experience calamity more than others in life. Job 21:17-21.
A.  They receive their judgment after death.  V.19-20. 
3.   The wicked die like everyone else. Job 21:22-34. 

A.  The die rich, poor, young, old death is the same for all.  V.23-26. 
CONCLUSION:   In Job’s final words to Zophar and the other two in this second round, he knew he was not getting through to them.  He said, I know what you are thinking. V.27. He knew they would only come back to him with the same old song they had been singing all along.  He said they were missing the point and all he wanted from them was quiet comfort, not to be raked over the coals as a wicked sinner in need of repentance.  That is little comfort. V.34.  The three friends had a limited life experience and remained fanatical in their position with no wiggle room at all.  A fanatic is described as one who refuses to change his mind and will not change the subject.  The truth of God is a vast domain.  There is always something we can learn if we would only listen.  Someone said, “God gave us two ears and one mouth so that we could spend twice the time listening instead of talking.”  AMEN.  
