 Preservation and Perseverance 

Romans 8: 1, 31-39 and John 10:27-30 (Pray)

Eternal security is a Baptist sugar stick.  The scriptures in our text teach without a doubt that for the saint of God in Christ, there is no fear of falling from grace.  Now, that is not to say that this wonderful and greatly loved doctrine does not have its enemies.  Many have been the assaults against the so-called teaching of once saved, always saved.  But for now, let us simply look at these things from a positive point of view.

We have been studying the five points of the doctrine of grace.  The doctrine of grace has been described as a five-pedaled flower like a TULIP.  The T of TULIP stands for the doctrine of Total Depravity.  The U of TULIP stands for the doctrine of Unconditional Election.  The L of TULIP stands for the doctrine of Limited Atonement.  The I of TULIP stands for the doctrine of Irresistible Grace.  

        We come now to the P of TULIP.  None can truly claim the blessings of eternal security in this point if they do not believe the first four points of the doctrine of grace.  This final pedal on the flower of grace is actually a double pedal for it teaches both the sovereignty of God AND human responsibility.  It is known as the Preservation and Perseverance of the saints.    As we study the last pedal of this beautiful flower, we want to consider five Ps of the two Ps of the P of TULIP.  Read Jn 10:27-30 again.

I. The People of Preserved Perseverance. 
1. The People who are preserved and persevere are referred to as the sheep.  In other words, preserving grace is given to the elect of God for whom Christ died and to whom the Holy Spirit of God irresistibly and effectually calls by the word of God.  Ps 23:1, 100:3, Jn 3:16, 5:24.

2. What about Judas Iscarriot and others like him.  Not a sheep.  Jn 17:12, 13:18,6:67-71, Acts 1:25.  He fell from an office not salvation because he never had salvation.

II. The Practice of Preserved Perseverance. 
1. Two things are said of the sheep.  They hear and they follow.  This involves the grace of God in calling them and also the human responsibility of following the Shepard’s voice.  Matt 24:11-13, Heb 6:4-9, 10:38-39.

2. The true believer will always persevere because of Gods preserving grace in him.  Phil 2:13, Gal 2:20, 1Jn 4:4.

III. The Provision of Preserved Perseverance. 
1. What do the sheep receive from God in Christ?  and I give unto them eternal life

      Jn 3:34, 6:32, 36-37, 14:19, Rom 5:10, 6:23, 11:29.

IV. The Promise of Preserved Perseverance. 
  1.  How can we know this is true?  Jesus said, They shall never perish.  Jn 3:16, 28, 6:38-39, 1Pet 1:5, Ps 121:5, Jude 24-25, 2Tim 1:12.

 V. The Protection of Preserved Perseverance. 
1. Niether shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  The word for man is not in the Greek.  It literally means not even one (man, woman, or thing) i.e. none, nobody, nothing.  That includes Satan, Sin, Circumstances and that includes YOU.  If God has saved you, you are saved.  Gal 3:26, Eph 1:13-14, Phil 1:6, Col 3:3,1Jn 3:1-2.

Conclusion:  Yes, It is true.  Salvation is all of Gods sovereign grace from start to finish. And what He starts, He finishes.  Our totally depraved nature makes our salvation impossible but with God, all things are possible.  Come to Him now by Faith. 9-07, 8-15. 
