Round About The Throne
Rev. 4:1 (Pray)

This chapter is a major turning point in the book.  All the rest of the O. T. and N. T. scriptures were already written.  Many prophecies of the O.T. had already been fulfilled.  One aspect of O.T. prophecy is that it was centered on Israel.  Things regarding the N.T. church of the Lord Jesus Christ were a mystery.  Eph.3:5.  Another thing about the Hebrew Prophets was that they often predicted things that were to happen fairly soon but also mingled in things that would not happen until Christ and the end times.  Isa.7:1-14. N.T. writers and believers were better able to see what some of the fulfilled prophecies were and also, with the help of the Holy Spirit, understood things about the N.T. assembly better.  They knew that Christ was coming back again and that believers are to always watch and be ready for His return.  Instruction is given for living in the church age but not much is said about what happens after that.  This is where the instruction for that begins.  Let’s consider 4 things in this chapter. 

I. COME UP HITHER.   Rev.4:1-3.
1. John, in the Spirit, actually had a taste of the rapture.  He is there in heaven as things unfold after the rapture and can see the events both in heaven and on earth. 1Cor.15:52, 1Thess.4:16-17, Jn.14:3.  
2. John saw the saints being judged in heaven.  Rom.14:10, 2Cor.5:10.
3. The judgments in Rev.6-19 deal with the Christ rejecting inhabitants on earth after the rapture.  2Thess.1:7-9.  

4. The invisible triune God on the heavenly throne is perceived by the glorious light that radiates from Him with all the colors of the rainbow.  The rainbow is a constant reminder of mercy in judgment.  Gen.9:13-16.   

II. TWENTYFOUR ELDERS.  Rev.4:4-5.

1. These are redeemed and glorified men.  The term elder is not used for angels. It has to do with both administrative things and chronology (age).  1Pet.5:1-5. 
2. They were not seen in Isaiah’s vision probably because they had not been glorified yet.  That happens at the 1st resurrection and rapture.  Some say they are the 12 O.T. Patriarchs and the 12 N.T. Apostles.  They DO represent all the redeemed and are actual glorified men but their identity is not specifically given.  There are plenty of names in the genealogies of the Christ line that are worthy of the title Elder.  We may not know who they are until after the judgment seat of Christ.  
3. Glorious sights and sounds come from the throne.  Ps.29. The seven fold revelation of the third Person of the Godhead is seen.  Although invisible, the Holy Spirit has appeared in visible manifestation as at the baptism of Jesus.  Matt.3:16.  
III. FOUR BEASTS.  Rev.4:6-8.

1. These, like the Elders, are not simply symbols but actual living beings.  However, they are not redeemed men.  They are special angelic creatures and angels were not redeemed by the blood of Christ.  If angels fall into sin they are lost forever.  Jude 1:6, 1Tim.5:21, Heb.2:16, 1Pet.1:10-12.  
2. These are also mentioned in the O.T. by Isaiah and Ezekiel.  Isa.6:1-3, Ezk.1:5-14.  They are awesome creatures indeed always God’s presence.  They are called both seraphim and cherubim.  Isa.6:2, Ezk.10:20-21.
IV. THE PRAISE OF CREATION.  Rev.4:9-11.

1.  The thrice Holy God is there in Creation, Rev.4:11, Redemption, Rev.7:11-14, and Consummation, Rev.11:16-17. 

2.  In Rev. Ch.4 the resurrection and rapture are done and the four beasts change their message from exalting His great Triune Holiness and add glory, honor and thanks to it, reminding us also of His eternality.   

3. Only redeemed saints can really enjoy the fullness of complete thanksgiving and will give their crowns to Him in preparation of returning to this earth with Him Rev.19:12-14.  
CONCLUSION:  At the end of the church age, Christ will return in the air with a shout.  It will be the queue for the dead in Christ to rise glorified and all the saved at that time will also be changed in an instant and we shall meet the Lord in the air.  What a glorious scene that will be as Christ judges His people from the heavenly throne.  We don’t know the exact day or time for this but the N.T. teaches us that we are to live as if it could happen today.  It is thrilling to read of this heavenly scene and yet, there are chilling things in store for a Christ rejecting world on this earth after this.  OH how important it is to know right now that you have a Saviour that really saves from sin.  Do you know Him today?   Trust Him now.  AMEN.  
