Judging Job and his Friends.  Ch.15-17.
The 2nd round of discussion becomes heated.

Job 15:1-2.   Pray.

Eliphaz starts the second round of discussion in chapter 15 with a couple more blasts at Job.  Job’s three friends had some bits and pieces of knowledge in their remarks but they were not very good theologians because they only saw what they wanted to see and that was only one side of the story.  They were like a blind man in a dark room looking for a black cat that was not there and finding it. Eliphaz showed a little kindness to Job in his first speech but this one was more hostile.  Job’s response is in chapters 16 & 17.  
ELIPHAZ GIVES TWO WARNINGS.  Ch.15.

1. Job lacks wisdom. Job 15:1-16.

A. He also infers that Job was a windbag and tried to use Job’s words against him.  A loosing debate tactic if you cannot refute your opponent’s facts is to attack his words as useless empty notions. V.1-6.

B. He infers that Job spoke words from a wicked heart.  V.5-6.
C. He said Job lacked experience V7-10 and turned to sarcasm. This is another loosing debate tactic.  Attack the speaker if you cannot answer his argument.  

D. He said Job had a bad attitude V11-16.  

2. God judges the wicked.  Job 15:17-35.  Same argument as his 1st speech.

A. Compare to Job 4:17-19. 

B. Eliphaz was not subtle about saying God was punishing Job. Sinners suffer in pain & lose everything in prosperity like Job V.20-21. They raise their hand against God and lose all their worldly wealth. V.29-33. 
C. His closing remarks were the hardest of all.  He called Job a hypocritical godless man who was responsible for the tragedies upon his family. V.34-35. 
JOB MAKES THREE REQUESTS.  Job Chapters 16 & 17.

1. A Plea to his friends for sympathy. Job 16:1-14.
A.  Job said his 3 friends were miserable comforters.  Job.16:2. 

2. A Plea to his God for justice.  Job 16:15-22.
A. Job desired death - but if he was not justified before death, he wanted his blood to cry out for justice until it came. Job 16:18-19.   The ancients believed the blood of innocent victims cried out for justice. Gen.4:9-10. 
B. We Christians have Christ as our heavenly advocate. 1Jn.2:1-2. 1:9. 

3. A Plea to his God - to end his life and his suffering. Job. 17:1-16.
A. Job never considered suicide but he sensed the end was near and wanted God to end it quickly.  Job 17:1-2.  He was broken in spirit and people in that condition are ready to die.  His friends were no help. Job 17:14-15.
CONCLUSION:  Does not your heart ache for Job?  Bildad could have comforted him at this point but instead, he painted some of the grimmest pictures of death in the Bible. We will see that, Lord willing, next time.  The best way to comfort discouraged and hurting people is to listen to them with your heart, not just your ears.  They do not need to hear about logical reasoning.  Try to build bridges not walls by showing you hear them.  Repeat what THEY say in your own words and avoid editorializing on it. Be a godly comforter.  God’s comfort is not given, it is loaned and He expects it to be passed on.  John Henry Jowett said, “God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters.”   AMEN. 
