Judging James Chapter 4.

The Believer and Relationships
James 4:1.   Pray.

Thus far, in our study of Judging James, we have seen: The Believer & Reality, The Believer & Requirements and The Believer & Ruling the Tongue.  Today we will consider The Believer & Relationships.  James, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tells us there are two main things we need control over when it comes to having good relationships according to the Bible.  Those two things are lust and pride. 
Control Your Lust.  James 4:1-5.
1. A Relationship with Deity needs control over your lust & sin. James 4:1-5.  
A. The New Birth is what makes a Relationship with God.  Jn.3:1-3.
B. The New Birth ends our fighting against God.  Rom.8:7-9. 

C. The New Birth makes all things new for the believer. 2Cor.5:17.

D. The New Birth makes us partakers of the Divine Nature. 2Pet.1:4. 

E. The New Birth gives access to God for both Jews & Gentiles. Eph.2:13-18. 

2. A Relationship with Disciples needs control over your lust & sin.  James 4:1-5.
A. Putting the Cause of God and Truth first will help Christian Relationships. V.1
B. Putting the Cause of God and Truth first brings brethren together in prayer. V.2-3.

C. Putting the Cause of God and Truth first reminds us that the world is the enemy. V.4. 

D. Putting the Cause of God and Truth first gets us back to the Bible. V.5.

E. Putting the Cause of God and Truth first exposes the evil of our worldly desires. V.5. 

3. A Relationship with Depraved sinners needs control over your lust & sin. James 4:1-5.  
A. Remembering we are not OF the world keeps us on track. Jn.17:14-16.
B. Remembering we are not OF the world gives peace with God & believers. Jn.15:19.

C. Remembering we are not OF the world helps our testimony.  1Jn.4:4-6.
D. Remembering we are not OF the world helps our prayer life. Matt.6:5-8.

Control Your Pride.  James 4:6-17.
1. A Relationship with Deity needs control over sinful pride. James 4:6-10.
A.  God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble. Matt.23:12.

2. A Relationship with Disciples needs control over sinful pride. James 4:11-12.  
A.  We are to esteem other brethren better than ourselves. Phil. 2:3. 
3.   A Relationship with Depraved sinners needs control also. James 4:13-17.           
A.  Worldly thinking is not for believers because we have God and His word to help us and guide us. Rom.5:1-6. 

Conclusion:  If we are to have a right relationship with God, we must be born again.  If we are to have a right relationship with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we must put the cause of God and Truth first in every area of our life.  If we are to have a right relationship with the unsaved world around us, we must remember that we are not OF the world.  Our prayer ought to be that God would give us the grace we need to preach the truth in love and always seek His honor and glory in all that we do.  Pride is not pleasing in God’s sight but humility is. Humility is the best attitude to have even among our brethren.  As far as the way of the world is concerned, let us pray that God would give us the mind of Christ as we deal with the unsaved world around us.  AMEN. 
