Irresistible Grace

Ephesians 3:1-7, 1Thess 2:13, Pray.

AUDIO:  http://tacwash.sermon.net/main/main/20462733 
The more we study the Bible doctrine of salvation, the more we see that if man is to be saved, it must be according to the sovereign grace of almighty God.  The doctrine of salvation by the sovereign grace of God has five points that are easily remembered by the use of an acrostic, TULIP.  The T of  TULIP teaches that man is totally depraved Eph 2:1.  Many say they believe man is totally depraved but if they truly did believe it, they would also embrace all the rest of the five points of the doctrine of grace.  

Our total depravity absolutely necessitates the doctrine of unconditional election, which is the U of TULIP.  This simply teaches that God saw fit to choose a particular people out of all the fallen race of mankind for salvation which is strictly according to the sovereign good pleasure of His will.  Eph 1:4&5.  

The L of TULIP deals with the limited atonement.  We have seen that God the Father has chosen a people unto salvation and gave them to His Son from before the foundation of the world.  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, paid the price of redemption for those that the Father gave Him, His sheep.  Jn 10: 11-15, 17:1-10.  

We come now to the I of TULIP, irresistible grace.  This, like some of the other terms in the study of the doctrine of grace is an unpalatable term for many, but whether we like it or not, the Holy Scriptures teach that the power of God in salvation ALWAYS accomplishes His will.  Dan 4:35.  Let us consider three things as we think about this.  The Meaning, Ministry and Misrepresentation of Irresistible Grace.

THE MEANING OF IRRESISTIBLE GRACE.

1. The words again come from the Latin:  irresisto where ir is not, re is back and sisto is set.  So, irresistible  is to not set back, oppose, or obstruct.  Grace of course comes from the Latin for favor.  In theology, it means love and favor of God in Christ, which is irresistible in the elect when it pleases Him to work in them.  Gal 1:15-17.  

2. C.D. Cole said, “The power of grace is the power of God.”  This makes it fitting to speak of irresistible grace.  Surely we can speak of an irresistible God. Rom 9:18.

3. Everything that God does in bringing salvation to us is done by His effectual omnipotent power.  When something is done effectually that means that it is impossible for it to not accomplish what it was intended to do.  This is precisely what our initial texts are teaching.  Read them again.  Our Father’s eternal plan of salvation is effectual.  He will not fail.  Our Savior’s Divine Atonement is effectual.  He shall not fail.  The power of the Holy Spirit in regeneration is effectual He cannot fail.  

THE MINISTRY OF IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

1. The means used by the Holy Spirit in His ministry of irresistible grace is the Word of God and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ .  James 1:16-21.  1Peter 1:18-23.

2.
 Faith is important but it is not faith that saves, it is the object of faith that really saves.  Phil 3:9.  Elder Gene Barrow said one time in an invitation, “Don’t look at your look, look to Christ.”   The Bible says that the power of God unto salvation is found not in your faith but in the gospel of Christ.  Rom 1:16. 

3.
If saving grace were resistible, none would be saved for all would resist due to our own Total Depravity problem.  Jn 5:37-40.  But thank God that He causes us to come to Him by His irresistible grace.  Ps 65:4.

4.
 God the Father did not try to choose some to salvation, God the Son did not try to die in their place on Calvary, and God the Holy Spirit is not trying to call them to salvation.  God is not trying to save sinners He is saving sinners from start to finish.  Heb 12:2.  

THE MISREPRESENTATION OF IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

1. Sovereign grace is not fatalism.  No, the effectual call in Gods salvation does not force man to go against his will like a puppet or robot.  To the contrary, it does not enslave but rather it sets free from the bondage of sin and depravity.  Jn 8:31-32.

2.  Man left to himself can do nothing else but resist the revealed will of God.  Acts 7:51.  Only by the regenerating effectual call to salvation is the sinner truly willing to repent and believe the gospel.  Ps 110:3, Rom 9:16, John 1:11-13.

CONCLUSION:  There are two main schools of thought concerning the doctrine of salvation.  

One says man is totally depraved and dead in sin and in need of grace, the other says man has something within himself whereby he might merit salvation.  

One says God unconditionally elected to save particular sinners from their sin in spite of their unworthiness, the other says God wants to save every individual without exception but He could not do that, so He chose those in whom He saw something that merits salvation.  

One says Christ died for those that the Father gave to Him from before the foundation of the world and they shall be saved, the other says Christ died for every individual without exception but only some will actually be saved if they will accept it.  

One says the Holy Spirit of God is effectually calling the elect for which Christ died unto salvation in Gods time, the other says He is trying to save those that God wants to be saved and that Christ’s blood might or might not save them depending on what they do.  

One is the way of God’s grace and the other is the way of man’s works.  Which way of salvation do you believe?  Only the way of grace can give assurance and eternal security as we hope to show next time.  AMEN. 9-07, 8-15. 
