A Royal Road to Revival
Isa.57:14.  And shall say, Cast ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the stumblingblock out of the way of my people. Pray.
The God of the Bible is the God of Revival.  He would have His people to humble themselves and turn back to Him.  He would have us build a road that leads back to truth and righteousness.  He does not favor the stumbling blocks that are often in the way of His people.  We have Christian talk shows, Christian Theme Parks, Christian Clubs, Christian Comedians and Christian just about everything else but we often find ourselves still separated from the God of our salvation.  Some polls say that compared to the rest of the world, America has more churches, Bible Schools, Seminaries and Christian ministries than anyone else does.  Nevertheless, we find our nation drifting farther away from God daily.  Someone said, “We have met the enemy and he is us.”  
There is definitely something missing in what is called “Evangelical Christianity”.  There are different viewpoints today on what Christianity is.  We have the Doctrinal Definition where certain core beliefs should identify us but the problem is – pragmatism and mysticism have replaced the final authority of scripture.  We have the Institutional Definition where superficially friendly para-church organizations have replaced the N.T. local congregation of Christ with ever competing religious empires.  We have the Charismatic Definition where people dubbed “Born Again” share their experiences with one another but their modern media and feelings make professed Christians more like the world rather than changing the world into Christians.  We have the Functional Definition where Christian activities are to identify Christians and Gospel Congregations but polls show that statistical evangelical growth is only a mask over our lack of influence in our society.  It is time to “Cast Ye up and prepare the way”.  Let us build a Royal Road to Revival and remove stumbling blocks from God’s people.  The context of our text paints a dark picture for Israel in the days of Isaiah.  Likewise, it is a picture of the dark days of modern Christendom.  Notice four things in the context of Isaiah.
THERE IS THE CALL TO GENTILES TO DESTROY ISRAEL. ISA.56:9-12.
1. Anti-Semitism is rampant in the world today especially in countries where Muslims are in power or are infiltrating free societies.  (Global News Reports) 
2. Anti-Semitism will usher in the reign of Anti-Christ. Rev.13:4-8. 
3. Anti-Semitism will also marginalize true Christianity for supporting Israel.   Matt.10:5-6, 22. 
THERE IS DEATH GIVEN AS THE ESCAPE OF THE RIGHTEOUS.  ISA.57:1-2. 
1. Historically, death has often been sweet for the people of God.  1Cor.2:9. 
2. Biblically, death is the door to glory for people of God. 2Cor.5:6-8, Phil.1:21.
3. Prophetically, sudden death will be better for people than to endure the relentless wrath of the Beast, the Dragon and even God Himself in the Days of Jacob’s Trouble.  Many believers today are seeing things in the world that appear to be setting the stage for the tribulation and they pray with John the beloved, “Even so, come Lord Jesus.”  The hope of God’s people has always been the coming of the Lord.  He is coming soon in the air for His people.    
THERE IS ISRAEL ‘S FALSE PRACTICES CONDEMNED.  ISA.57:3-10.

1. Israel often backslid and fell into apostate idolatry.  Jer.3:6. 
2. Christian believers do the same thing. 2Pet.3:17. 
3. Churches can apostatize and form false denominations. Acts 20:28-30. 

THERE IS ISRAEL’S FORGETFULLNESS OF GOD EXPOSED.  ISA.57:11-13. 

1. God always knows when Israel departs from His ways. Joshua 22:22.
2. God always knows when Christians depart from His ways.  Jn.4:23-24. 
3. God always knows when Churches depart from His ways. 1Jn.3:18-20. 
CONCLUSION:  All of these things are stumbling blocks to God’s people but God introduces hope in our text.  By His grace, we can build a Royal Road to Revival.  Our God is not a pessimist.  He is real.  He has spoken.  He cannot lie.  If left to ourselves, we shall all surely fail.  However, God has a remedy for our sins and our shortcomings.  He is full of grace and mercy.  Hear ye the word of the Lord.  Trust Him.  Faith comes by hearing the spoken command of God.  See Him as the high and lofty one that He is.  See yourself as the ungodly sinner that you are.  Let your sins against the Holy God of the Bible become so loathsome to you that you feel crushed and broken in heart and spirit.  Cry out unto Him in your desperation and He will hear you.  He has an ear to hear you. God has said, “Look unto me.”  Christ has said, “Come unto me.” Isa.57:15.  For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. AMEN. 
