The Hour of Temptation
Rev. 3:1 (Pray)

We’ve noted that some Bible scholars see a parallel between church history and the seven assemblies in Rev. 1-3.  A literal interpretation of scripture sees these as actual N.T. local assemblies and nothing in the context suggests anything that historians say about it later.  It is fun to speculate after the fact but the primary meaning is literal.  Notice 4 Points in Rev. 3.  First, be aware of the allegories often pressed upon these verses.  
I. THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AGE. (Spiritually Historical Allegories)
1.  Ephesus.

Apostolic Age.

Before AD100.
2.  Smyrna.

Age of Persecution.

AD100 – AD313.

3.  Pergamos.

Imperial Church Age.

AD313 – AD590. 
4.  Thyatira.

Age of Papacy.

AD590 – AD1517.

5.  Sardis.

Reformation Age.

AD1517 – AD1730.

6.  Philadelphia
Missionary Age.

AD1730 – AD1900.

7.  Laodicea.

Age of Apostacy.

AD1900 – (?)  

II. THE ASSEMBLY OF DEAD ORTHODOXY.
REV. 3:1-6.

1. Sardis was a wealthy and wicked city about 30miles south of Thyatira.
2. The assembly here was all but dead.  No real praise for her. Need to repent 
3. She was only going through motions of a past outward form of religion.  

4. Her works may have been OK in man’s eyes but not in God’s.  1Sa.16:7. 
5. The Doctrine of Christ’s return should awaken her to renewed zeal.

6. As far as Sardis is concerned, the return of Christ could have happened in her day but it didn’t and is all the more likely in ours.

7. The few True Saints there weren’t saved by their works but were only worthy due to blood washed garments given freely to them by sovereign grace.  Isa.61:10, Rev.3:2, 4:11, 5:9, 12. 
8. The Blotting out of names. 3:5. This is not Apostasy from Salvation.  The Lambs Book of Life was written from before the foundation of the world and God does not make mistakes.  Only the names of the elect of God are in the Lambs Book of Life and they shall ever be there.  That is the promise in this verse.  All others have never and will never be in it.  Rev.13:8, 17:8, 20:15.  The elect of God are the over comers.  21:27. 
9. Another idea suggests that there is a book of life that is altogether different than the Lambs Book of Life.  It is alleged to be in constant flux as new babies are conceived and their names are added to it.  The theory is that as they are born and grow older, some are saved and others are not.  Those that are not saved when they die have their names blotted out.  Supposedly, in the end, both books will read the same.  One thing I know for sure is that the names of Gods elect are permanently etched in the Lambs Book of Life.  Rom.8:28-31, Eph.1:4-7.
III. THE ASSEMBLY OF THE OPEN DOOR.  REV. 3:7-13.

1. Philadelphia means “brotherly love” and the city is located about 28miles southeast of Sardis.  The Assembly here is one that had no specific rebuke from the Lord being sound in doctrine and practice.  Jesus is sovereign in all things and He is the one that irrevocably opens and closes doors.  
2. Christ loves His little flocks that keep His word.  We have no strength of our own and rely solely on Him.  2Cor.12:9, 1Cor.3:7, 1Tim.6:20. 
3. False religionists will marvel at who Christ honors in glory. Php. 2:10-13.

4. Rev.3:10 is loved by literalists and futurists as a pre-trib rapture verse.  There are two kinds of trials in general.  One is heaped on the Saints by the Devil and the world.  It can only last a short time, like the 10days Smyrna endured 2:10.  The other is God’s wrath on the unbelieving world.  There is a specific seven year period like this that is yet to come.  It is NOT for the Lord’s true saints and assemblies.  2Tess.1:7-8.  
IV. THE NEUTRAL ASSEMBLY.  REV. 3:14-22.  

1. The last of the 7 assemblies is Laodicea located about 45miles southeast of Philadelphia.  This assembly was very successful outwardly but was clueless about her own spiritual needs.  They were politically correct and wouldn’t stand for Bible truth that was and is unpopular. Not pleasing to Christ at all.  He had better things to say about cold orthodoxy than this.   
2. Jesus counseled them to “buy of me” but they were content as they were.  We know He loved them because He rebuked and chastened them.  He would not do that to blatant liberals and Universalists.  There’s clearly a difference between a true N.T. local assembly of the Lord Jesus Christ and a false man made religious organization.  
3. Rev.3:20 is not an evangelical verse.  It is a fellowship verse regarding true believers in lukewarm assemblies.  Great blessings are in store for Saints that over come by serving in a true N.T. assembly and stay faithful and steadfast unto the end.  

CONCLUSION:  One of the things that Jesus said to all 7 of these assemblies was, “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches or assemblies.”  These are very vital things in this book.  This is the last mention of the church in this book until the last chapter Rev.22:16-17 but the entire book is sent to His assemblies and we can learn from it and be blessed by it.  Even if there is no true N.T. local assembly of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth from the “come up hither” of Rev. 4:1 until it is revealed as the Bride of Christ in heavenly glory Rev.21:9 we can still be blessed by a study of these things.  AMEN.  
