Judging Job and his Friends Ch.11-14.
Zophar’s First Speech.
Job 11:1-6.   Pray. 

After the tragic events that happened to Job, his three friends came to comfort him.  So far, their words of wisdom were only another source of hurt and agony for him.  Eliphaz told Job to admit that he had sinned against God, take his chastening for it, and move on.  Bildad told Job that God in His Justice must punish sin and Job should not deny the doctrine of Divine Justice.  Job answered by asking them to show him his sin and cried to God in the same way.  Now the youngest, Zophar, speaks and is the most rude and hurtful of them all.  He lays out three accusations in Ch. 11.  Job gives three answers in Chapters  12-14.  
ZOPHAR CALLS JOB A GUILTY WINDBAG. Like Bildad did in 8:2.  Zophar, here in Chapter 11, makes three stinging accusations against Job.  
1. He said Job was GUILTY. He called Job a self righteous, lying, windbag of a jackass who needed to repent. (a paraphrase) 
A. A windbag v.2. 


B. A liar v.3. 
C. A self righteous man. V.4. 
2. He said Job was IGNORANT. He said Job did not know the length & breadth of God’s sovereignty and wisdom and power. 
A. Ignorant of God’s secret wisdom. V.5-6. 
B. Ignorant of God’s perfection.V.7-11. 
3. He said Job was STUBBORN. He said Job should not refuse to repent. 
A.  Like a wild ass’s colt. V.12.

B.  Like one needing to prepare his heart and reach out to God. V.13-14. 

      C.  Like one missing out on the blessings of repentance to God. V.15-20.

JOB RESPONDS TO ZOPHAR. Ch. 12-14.

1. He answers the second accusation of Ignorance in Ch. 12.  
A. You 3 think you are the source of all truth. V.1-2.

B. You are not telling me anything I don’t know. V.3. 

C. You mock me when I call on God.  V.4.

D. You laff at my trial when you are at ease. V.5.  

E. You cannot explain why the wicked prosper. V.6.

F. You could learn from the birds and beasts. V.7. 
G. You could learn from all the rest of creation. V.8-15. 
H. You don’t understand who God is at all.  V.16-25.

2. He answers the first accusation of Guilt & condemnation in Ch. 13.

A. He tells the 3 he is not as blind as they say and they are not any wiser than he is.  V.1-2.  
B. He tells them he would rather talk with God than listen to their abuse. V.3-6.

C. He tells them to listen to him pray and consider their limited view of God.  V.7-12.

D. He tells them to be quiet as he trusts in God’s providence, knowing that God is his Savior. V.13-19.
E. He prays to God asking Him to not do 2 things. Lord, don’t withdraw your mercy from me and don’t cause me to fear Your dread. V.20-21. 
F. He prays to God asking show me my sin; why do you let this happen to me?  V23-24. 

G. He prays to God asking will you break me as dry stubble.  Will you charge me with bitter things?  Will you put me in stocks and scrutinize my shame and let me rot like a moth eaten rag? V.25-28.
3. He answers the third accusation of stubbornness in Ch. 14. 

A. He prays to God in humility expressing his frailty.  V.1-6.  
B. He prays to God as a finite mortal - made in the image of the infinite creator believing by faith he shall live again after death. V.7-15. (v.14) 

C. He prays to God acknowledging the wages of sin. V.16-22.  
CONCLUSION:  
This is the end of the first round of discussion between Job and his three friends.  All three friends are lacking in their vision and especially in their compassion for Job.  Job maintains his integrity and falls back on the mercy and grace of His redeemer.  In the next few chapters, the discussion turns into a more heated dispute.  It begins with Eliphaz speaking again and giving two warnings and Job making three requests.  AMEN. 
