LIMITED ATONEMENT

Romans 5:1-11.  (Pray)

We are studying the five points of the doctrine of grace in the Bible, using the acrostic TULIP as an aid to remember these five points.  We have seen so far that man is Totally Depraved.  Because of our totally depravity, if we are to be saved, God must unconditionally elect or choose to save us.  This the Father has done.  These first two points are the T and the U of TULIP.  We come now to the atonement.  The Father gave His elect to His Son and the Son made atonement for them.  This is the L of TULIP.  Let us consider four things about the Limited Atonement.

I. THE POSITION OF A LIMITED ATONEMENT.

1. Dealing with the atonement, the main question is; Did Christ die for all of the sins of all men without exception.  The Bible teaches that some men die in their sins and go to hell. Matt 7:13,14,21-23, 25:41, and Jn 8:24.   Since that is so, it follows that if the atonement is powerful enough to save all those for whom it was meant, it must not have been meant for those who perish.

2. Everyone limits the atonement one way or another.  The doctrine of salvation  by FREE WILL, limits the power of a universal atonement to do that for which it was meant.  The doctrine of salvation by FREE GRACE, limits the application of an all powerful atonement to only that for which it was meant.  Matt 1:21, Mark 10:45, Jn 10:15, Jn 15:13-14.  Yes, all men without distinction may be saved, but all men without exception shall not be saved.

II. THE PROOF OF A LIMITED ATONEMENT.

1. By reasoning:  Come now let us reason together saith the Lord Isa1:18. 

If Christ died for His people, many, His sheep, His friends, as we see in scripture, then that limits His atonement and its not for all without exception.   Also, if Christs death, burial and resurrection actually does what it was meant to do, then it does not just open up possibilities, it actually saves. Jn 6:37.

2. By Relationship:  Christ Loved the elect Jn 13:1, He Calls the elect Jn 10:27, He died for the elect Jn 10:11, He arose for the elect Rom 4:25, He is Priest for the elect Heb 7:24-25,  He prays for the elect Jn 17:9, He is coming again for the elect Jn 14:3 & 2Thess 1:7-10.

3. By reading Gods Word:  Isa 53:5-6&11-12,  Matt 20:28, 26:28, Heb 9:28, Titus 2:14, Jn 10:26-28, Acts 20:28, Rom 5:8, 8:32-33, 1Cor 5:7, Gal 1:4, Eph 1:7, 1Pet 2:24, and Rev 1:5.

III. THE POWER OF A LIMITED ATONEMENT. 

1. There is no confusion or inconsistency with God. Those the Father chose, the         

Son died for and the Holy Spirit regenerates.  If Christ is indeed the Son of 

God, and God the Son, then the atonement He made shall not fail.  Jn 5:19-21.

2. We do not believe there is any limit to the saving power of the atonement of 

Christ.  It is only limited to those for whom it was made and they SHALL be 

saved.  All others, some perhaps trusting in an atonement made for all without 

exception but none in particular, will die in their sin. Rom 10:11.

IV.THE PROBLEM OF A LIMITED ATONEMENT.                  

1. Christ died for every man according to Heb 2:9.  Reading the context of v10-17 we see this every man is referring to Gods sons v10, Christs brethren v11, Gods children v13, and the seed of Abraham v16.  The "every man" here is every one of God's elect but reprobates are not included in the context.

2. Christ died for all according to 1Tim 2:6.  Yes, He died to save lost sinners out of every nation, kindred and tongue.  All men everywhere, without distinction, may be saved, but because some die in their sin, it is evident that the atonement is not for all men with out exception.  Jn 10:26.

3. Christ died for the world according to Jn 1:29 and others.  There is a world of believers  which shall never perish Jn3:16  and there is a world of  the ungodly and unbelievers on whom the wrath of God abideth (keeps on abiding) Jn 3:36, 2Pet 2:5, 1Jn 5:19.  Which of these worlds do you suppose the atonement of Christ purchased? Was it those who remain under God's wrath, or those who by His grace, turn in repentance and faith, trusting HIM for salvation?  Also, a reoccurring theme in the New Testament is that salvation is not for the Jews only but for the Gentiles likewise.  That is, it is for both the chosen nation AND the world.  Acts 11:18, 14:1, 18:4, 19:10, 20:21, Rom 1:16.

CONCLUSION:  The Bible clearly teaches the Total Depravity of man and Gods Unconditional election of grace, with salvation being freely given through the all powerful saving atonement made by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Dear sinner, if you see your terrible lost condition before the Holy God of heaven, we urge you to repent and believe the gospel.  There is life in a look to the God of salvation by sovereign grace.  Isa 45:22.  9-07, 7-15.
