3. Capernaum 

Matt. 4:13-17.  Pray.

The next place in our Arm Chair tour of Israel is Capernaum.  Blue sky reflecting off the Sea of Galilee, the gentle breeze, the aroma of exotic vegetation under the hot sun, the stillness, the dusty limestone ruins, and the thrill of knowing a story lies behind every pebble of the uninhabited archaeological site frequented by modern day tourists here.  Matthew tells us in our text that this is where Jesus dwelt and chose as a base for His Galilean ministry in fulfillment of Isa.9:1-2.   In Hebrew, it was Kfar Nahum.  It was the hometown of Nahum the Prophet.  Converging trade routes made this a thriving city in it’s day.  The Romans built a Customs House for collecting taxes here.  It was well known for it’s fishing and agriculture industries.  However, from our viewpoint the most impressive thing about Capernaum was what Jesus did here.  Most of the miracles recorded in the gospels happened in and around this city.  
He Healed a demon possessed man. Matt.12:13. 

He Healed a man’s withered hand. Mk.1:21-26.

He Healed the Apostle Peter’s Mother-in-law.  Lk.4:38-39.

He Healed a nobleman’s son in another part of the city.  Jn.4:46-51. 

He Healed a Centurion’s servant with a word.  Matt.8:8-13. 

He Healed a bed-ridden man whose friends lowered down through the roof. Mk.2:2-12.

He Healed a woman from a 12 year flow of blood when she touched the hem of His garment and virtue flowed out of Him. Lk.8:43-48.
He Healed another demon possessed man and was slandered for by Jewish leaders. Matt.12:22-24.
He Miraculously provided the Temple Tax by sending Peter to catch a fish with a coin in it’s mouth.  Matt.17:24-27.  Imagine having Jesus with you on Tax Day.  ( 

He Raised the Synagogue Leader’s daughter from the dead.  Lk.8:40-42, 49-55.  

He Healed MANY others of various diseases and cast out many demons. Mk.1:32-34.

Conclusion:  These people should have recognized Him as the Messiah but they didn’t.  Jesus at one point condemned Capernaum along with Behsaida & Chorazin for unbelief. Matt.11:23-24.  However, it is also here that Jesus offered the ultimate message of hope, That will be our closing verse for this lesson.  Matt.11:28.  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. AMEN.  

