Spots and Wrinkles
Rev. 2:1 (Pray)

We know from Rev. 1:18 that Christ has the keys of death and hell.  We also know from Matt.16:18 that He promised perpetuity to His New Testament Assemblies and that the gates of hell shall not prevail against what He called “My church.”  So Christ’s New Testament assemblies shall prevail on this earth until His 2nd coming in the air but that does not mean that there will not be problems in them.  This truth becomes very evident in His message to the 7 local assemblies listed here in Revelation.  Christ is always in the midst of His assemblies and this should motivate us to keep ourselves pure.  All these assemblies had their individual problems; so all other true local N.T. assemblies should be on guard against similar things.  Notice some spots and wrinkles to guard against.  Consider first the 7 fold message the Lord’s assemblies.  
I.
 
THE SEVEFOLD MESSAGE TO THE ASSEMBLIES. 

1.  Salutation.  Unto the angel of the assembly at… Each local assembly is spoken to as the collective body of Christ in its locality.  
2.  Identification of the sender.  Christ is described as He is needed for each assembly and for the circumstances in each local assembly.
3.  Assertion of knowledge.  I know thy works.  He knows us all inside and out and so it is also with all of His true local N.T. assemblies.
4.  Comment and exhortation.  This is the core message to each assembly both positive but also negative as needed. 

5.  The fact of the soon return.  This is a threat to the unfaithful of judgment and loss of reward but it is a comfort to the faithful who endure unto the end.
6.  An admonition to heed.  Each assembly has its own circumstances but we can also learn from the messages to the other assemblies too. Have an ear to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  These are all eternal spiritual truths.  

7.  Promised blessing.  True believers in true assemblies of Christ have many blessings to look for when Jesus comes again. 1Pet.1:3-5, 5:10, 1Cor.2:9.  
II.

THE ZEALOUS ASSEMBLY.  Rev. 2:1-7.  
1. Ephesus was the Capital and largest city in the region.  It was an immoral seaport and the center for the pagan worship of Diana, goddess of fertility.  
2. The assembly here was the largest and strongest of the seven.  It was organized by the Apostle Paul in Acts 19.  They were careful to reject false preachers.  Forty years after being organized they were still steadfast in doctrine.  This is typical of 1st century assemblies.  

3. With all their zeal there was a departure from the love of Christ. Eph.6:24.

4. Assemblies with this problem must repent or they will wind up as churches in name only with no Jesus in their midst. 

5. According to this passage, Christ HATES the deeds of the Nicolaitanes. That is the dictatorial acts of them that conquer (nikao) the people (laos) and do not give them their God given rights.  

III. THE ASSEMBLY IN TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS.  Rev. 2:8-11. 
1. Every true assembly will endure some form of suffering.  2Tim.3:12.  The assembly at Smyrna represents the suffering church.
2. Smyrna was also a seaport about 35 miles north of Ephesus.  One of John’s converts, Polycarp, served in this church and was martyred in about AD155.  

3. This assembly was persecuted and impoverished but was spiritually wealthy.  2Cor.8:9.  They were plagued by false religionists from the synagogue of Satan.  Jn.8:39, Rom.2:28-29, 9:6-8. 
IV. THE ASSEMBLY INFILTRATED.  Rev.2:12-17. 
1. Although the assembly at Ephesus had left her first love and Smyrna suffered severe persecution they stood strong against false teachers but apparently some false teachers had crept into the assembly at Pergamos.  
2. Pergamos was the center of the province located about 60 miles north of Smyrna.  It was the local headquarters for the Cult of the Emperor and an ecumenical hotbed for all pagan Greek Mysteries and Philosophies. 

3. The assembly here had its martyr, Antipas, but the twin heresies of Nicolaitenism and Baalamism had made inroads in the assembly.  
4. We’ve talked about Nicoletenism already.  Balaamism goes back to an Old Testament false prophet who, for monetary gain, led the people of God to compromise with the world - contrary to God’s commands.  Num.31:16, Jude 1:11, 2Pet. 2:15. Christ hates their deeds and their doctrines.  We see these things running rampant in modern assemblies. 
5. The remedy for this is total repentance, no compromise and a steadfast faithfulness to doctrinal and moral purity in the assembly and our lives.  

V. THE ADULTEROUS ASSEMBLY.  Rev.2:18-29.  
1. Thyatira was a city of trade.  Acts 16 tells of the salvation of a lady from this city.  The assembly in this city started weak but grew stronger in time but it had one major short coming.  
2. Contrary to clear teaching from scripture, they let a woman take the leadership in the assembly.  1Cor.14:34, 1Tim.2:11-12.  
3. This Jezebel (a spiritual link to the infamous O.T. Character. 1Kings 16:30-33, 2Kings 9:22) led the assembly into spiritual adultery.  

4. Converts of false teachers, male or female, may take over a local assembly but as long as true believers are there Christ will be them.  Hold fast to true doctrine and morality looking for His return.  After that comes the millennium.  
CONCLUSION:  These first three local N.T. assemblies were like many others down through time in this church age.  They had strong points and they had weak points.  Let us learn from them and look as they did for the imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  But for individuals, the most important thing is for you to know in your heart that Christ has redeemed you from your sins.  After salvation, follow the Lord in scriptural baptism and be added on one of His true N.T. local assemblies.  
