Judging Job & his Friends.
           The Discussion Continues. Ch.8 – 10.

Job 8:1-2.  Pray.

We have seen in this study of Judging Job and his friends that WE have an advantage over them because God has revealed to us in His word some information they did not know about.  Neither Job nor his friends knew that Satan caused the tragedy in his life when God withdrew His hand of protection for a time.  Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar all assumed the problem was sin in Job’s life.  Job even wondered if there were some secret sin he had not confessed but maintained his integrity; asking his friends to show him his sin.  Eliphaz was the first to speak in chapters 4 & 5.  Job responded to him in chapters 6 & 7.  Bildad spoke next and we will consider his points now in chapter 8 and Job’s response in chapters 9 & 10. .  
BILDAD’S FIRST SPEECH.  
1. He defends God’s Justice. Job 8:1-3.
A. He said Job’s children perished because of sin. 8:4. (This could not be for Job had sacrificed for them)  
B. He said Job’s problems were due to sin. 8:5. (Same accusation as Eliphaz only with a little more zing to it)  
C. He said if Job is truly pure, he need only plead to God. 8:6-7.

2. He argues from history.  Job 8:8-10.

He said we know nothing but hear wise men of the past.

3. He argues from nature.  Job 8:11-19.  

A. He said hypocrites are like plants that wither early. V.13. 

B. He said their hope shall not endure. V.14-15.

C. He said they grow up for a while but then are gone & others replace them. V. 16-19.
4. He offered very little hope. Job 8:20-22. 

A. He said God does not punish good men but evil doers. V.20.

B. He said if Job was a perfect man, all will be well. V.21-22.

JOB RESPONDS TO BILDAD. Chapters 9.

1. He acknowledges the Greatness of God. Job 9:1-13.

2. He is overwhelmed by the Greatness of God. 9:14-21.

3. He said God could destroy mortals whether they are guilty or not. 9:22-24.
4. He laments his hopeless estate. 9:25-35.  

JOB CRIES AGAIN TO GOD.  Chapter 10.

1. He speaks in spite of his hopelessness. 10:1-2.

2. He questions God’s cruelty to His creature. 10:3-17.  v.3, 7&8. 
3. He requests relief before his death. 10:18-22.  v.20-21. 
CONCLUSION:  
Here we have the second friend’s encouragement (?) and Job’s response to Bildad and to God.  Lord willing next time Zophar will speak.  Perhaps he will be more of a comfort to Job than his first two friends.  What do you think?  It is true that we are often our own worst enemy but God is sovereign and does as He pleases. We can take comfort in the fact that He does all things well.  Thankfully, our enemy Satan can only go as far as our heavenly Father permits.  AMEN.  
