                                               UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

Eph 1: 1-12  (Pray)

We are looking at a system of theology that we like to call the doctrine of grace.  This doctrine is either hated, loved or ignored by all men everywhere.  Because you are receiving this message, you will not be able to ignore it.  You must now either hate it or love it.  Haters of this doctrine call it by various different names and usually miss-represent it.  

There are five points that are taught in the doctrine of grace.  An easy way to remember these points is to use the acrostic TULIP, with each letter of the word representing one of the five points.

Last time, we studied the T of TULIP and we saw from the Word of God that man is Totally Depraved.  The way you feel about the following points in the doctrine of grace all depends upon whether or not you truly believe in the Total Depravity of man.  It all starts here.  If man is indeed Totally Depraved, then of necessity, it follows that in order for him to be saved, God must choose to save him apart from any conditions.  Why? Because Total Depravity prevents man from meeting any conditions Godwardly.  This is the U of TULIP and it is known as Unconditional Election.  Lets look at four things regarding the U of TULIP.

I. THE EXAMINATION OF UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION. 

1. What it is:  The word elect comes from Latin and means to pick out, gather out or choose.  Unconditional means NOT limited to any conditions or prerequisites whatsoever.  So, the U of TULIP teaches that God in eternity, chose to save a certain number of undeserving sinners out of mankind, for no other reason than it pleased His sovereign will to do so.

2.  What it is not:

A. It is not man choosing God.  Eph 1:4, Jn 15:16.  Some say God voted for you, the Devil voted against you and you must cast the deciding vote.  This common blunder by preachers is due to a misunderstanding of the Bible doctrine of election.  It is God’s choice that is the deciding factor in salvation, not mans, and we can be thankful for that because of our problem of Total Depravity.

B. It is not God choosing the sinner at the time of salvation.  One of the reasons election is so hated is because it is often confused with salvation.  Election is not the same thing as salvation.  Salvation is the fruit of election.   2Tim 2:10.

C. It is not God choosing all men without exception.  To say that, is to say God is a failure, because some that He chose to save are not being saved.  Isa 42:4.  No, these are the facts.  Unregenerated men die in their sin, not because of a lack in Gods power to save, but because of their Total Depravity and a lack of God’s grace in them, according to His sovereign will.  The universality of God’s plan of salvation is due to the fact that He chose all men without distinction, not all men without exception.  Rev 7:9.  The marvel of election is not so much whom He did or did not choose, but that He chose any at all.  Eph 2:1-5.

D. It is not an election to special place or service.  True, there are other elections, but in the plan of salvation, there is an election unto salvation.  2Thes 2:13.  It is not just for a block of people, it is for individual persons in particular.  Jer 1:5, Gal 1:15-16, Rom 9:24.  

E.  It is not a choice by God based on foreseen faith or good works.  Rom 8:29 makes the elect "themselves" the object of Gods foreknowledge not their faith.  The foreknowledge of God is more than mere pre-science, it is more than knowing ABOUT them, it is knowing THEM in a saving way by divine decree.  Matt 7:23, 1Pet 1:2.  

II.  THE EVIDENCE OF UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION.  

1. Out of all the evidences, we trust that just a few here and now from the Word of God will be sufficient to show that God does indeed have an elect:  

Matt 24:24  For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

Matt 24:31  And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Lk 18:7  And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 

Rom 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

Col 3:12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 

Tit 1:1  Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; 

2Jn 1:1  The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth; 

2Jn 1:13  The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen. 

Note:  Spurgeon said, If there is a people called the elect, there must be an election.

III.  THE EFFECT OF UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION.  

1.  It magnifies God and His sovereign grace.  

Acts 4:24, Jn 13:1, Rom 5:6-11, 8:19-30, 9:11-12, 11:5-7.

      2. There are many other things on this point that must be dealt with in later studies.

IV. THE EXTENT OF UNCONDTIONAL ELECTION.  

     1. Regarding salvation, election extends only to those who believe in Christ, but believing does not cause election, it only manifests that one is elect. Acts 13:48.

     2. Human nature struggles with the fact that God has chosen some but not all.  The Bible answer to that is:  Matt 11:25-27, Matt 20:15, Rom 9:13-21.

     3. Some complain that election makes God a respecter of persons.  T.P. Simmons has a good comment on that.  To have respect of persons is to make a difference between the equally deserving.  But it involves no respect of persons to make a difference between the wholly ill-deserving.  That God is no respecter of persons in election may be readily seen in 1Cor 1:26-31.

CONCLUSION:  Election is not the cause of anyone going to HELL.  To the contrary.  It is only because of election that any of us might see GLORY.  Election is unto salvation.  Thank God for His electing Love in Christ Jesus.  But some still argue that this leaves man with nothing to do.  Think about it for a moment.  In the light of Total Depravity, what CAN we do?  No, election is not an evil thing, it is wonderful.  How marvelous that God would intervene on our behalf and grant to us by His sovereign grace what we lack and are in desperate need of.   Unconditional Election is a humbling truth.  1Cor 4:7.  AMEN.  9-07, 7-15.
