The Man in Glory
Jn. 21:22.

Because of what Jesus said here, for a while the disciples thought that John would live until the Lord’s return but that is not what Jesus really said.  According to available records and traditions John actually did out live all the original Apostles.  As for the time of Christ’s return, He never made that certain but always presented it in a way that taught His followers to be ready for it at any moment.  Matt.24:42-44, 1Jn.2:28, 1Thess.4:16-17.  They obviously believed it could happen at any moment of their life.  All believers in every generation should feel this way.  Heb.10:37.  In Revelation chapter one we see first of all five things.
I. THE LAST APOSTLE.  Rev.1:1-3.  
1. Christ sent His angel to unveil to the last Apostle what had been sealed since the days of Daniel regarding the end times Dan.9:24.   This is an eye witness account of real things that are to happen to real people in the last days. 
2. There is a 3 fold nature to John’s record.

A. The word of God stressing inspiration.
B. The testimony of Jesus stressing the references to the Man in Glory.

C. The things that he saw stressing things coming in heaven and on earth.

II. JOHN’S SALUTATUION.  Rev.1:4-8.
1. Notice first that John did not write to “the church” but to “the churches” or assemblies.  This is what we call local New Testament landmark church truth and it doesn’t support the universal invisible church theory.  These were actual true assemblies in apostolic times but they were also typical representations of any true assembly any time and any place.  
2. John, like Paul in his letters to local churches invokes the trinity and gave 3 titles for the Man in Glory regarding His redemption work.
A. Christ was faithful to do the Fathers will in the plan of salvation.

B. Christ got up alive again after 3 days and 3 nights in the grave.

C. Christ is coming back again at any moment.

3. Believers may look forward to the millennial Kingdom that is coming. Rev.20:6. 

4. The world will see the ultimate fulfillment of Zech.12:10.  

III. AS HE IS.  Rev.1:9-16.  
1. John identifies himself merely as one of the members of one of the Lord’s assemblies. The beloved Apostle thought of himself only as a brother in Christ. 
2. He was in the spirit like Paul was when he was caught up to the third heaven 2Cor.12:2.  This happened on the Lord’s Day (first day of the week).  Events he saw in his vision deal with things in the Day of the Lord (the period of time from the rapture until the eternal ages) but that is not the same thing as the Lord’s Day. Assemblies were observing the Lord’s Day on the first day of the week long before this vision. Acts 20:7, 1Cor.16:2.  

3. John saw the Man in Glory as the son of man.  Christ’s favorite name for Himself.  Yes, He is a man but He is the God man. Jn.1:14. Philippians 2:6-8. Heb.2:17, 4:15. Here we see the Man in Glory as He IS, not as He was.  1Jn.3:2. 
4. His feet were once wounded but they shall soon trample His enemies. LK.24:39-40, Ps.110:1, Isa.63:6.  He will start the Kingdom age with great victory and for now, He is in the midst of His assemblies in a real powerful way.  

IV. THE KEYS OF HELL.  Rev.1:17-18.  
1. The first “fear not” of the Bible comes with the first “I am” of the Bible, Gen.15:1.  We should always reverence Him but we need not be afraid if His right hand of redemption has touched us and the double edged sword has spoken peace to our soul. 

2. Hades is the New Testament equivalent to the Old Testament Sheol and they both are translated Hell and they describe the abode of departed spirits. They are clearly described as literally existing in this present cosmos and Christ is the one that has total control over the entry to Hell.  It is very important to have Him as your friend and Saviour when it comes to this topic. Heb.9:28.
V. ANGELS OF THE CHURCHES.  Rev.1:19-20.
1. There is a 3 fold division of the book mentioned here that is easy to see.  
A. Things thou hast seen.  That would be the visions of this revelation and also all the miraculous things of Christ and His earthly ministry, Death, burial and resurrection.  John had seen it all.  Jn. 21:25.

B. Things which are.  There were serious things going on in the world and in the Lord’s assemblies at the end of the apostolic age. 1Jn.2:18.

C. Things which shall be hereafter. That which happens after Rev.4:1.  When Christ says “come up hither” to His bride and all that will be guests at her wedding, and John writes about what shall happen after that in heaven and on earth in the rest of this last book of God’s inspired word, it is glorious indeed but even this can’t describe the greatness of all these things.  1Cor.2:9.  
2.  The symbols used in Revelation are explained internally and they are not subject to allegorical suggestions.  The candlesticks represent true New Testament assemblies and the stars represent the angels of those churches.  The word angel is the Greek angelos and it is always translated angel never elder or bishop.  Those are two different words: presbuteras and episkopees.  So, we go with angel here.  
CONCLUSION:  Jesus Christ is the Man in Glory.  He is the eternal Son of God and God the Son.  He is the son of man and He came to redeem all that the Father gave to Him from before the foundation of the earth.  He is absolutely sinless and He took our sins upon Himself and bare our sins in His body on the cross of Calvary.  He died and was buried.  Three days and three nights later, He got up alive again from the dead.  He conquered sin, death and hell.  He stands today with His nail pierced hand reaching out in mercy to hell deserving sinners and He says, “Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”  AMEN.  8-10.  
