Judging James Chapter One.  

The Believer and Reality.

James 1:1-3.  Pray.

We saw last time that James the brother of our Lord is the writer of this book.  James is one of the earliest books in the New Testament to be written.  It is addressed to Jewish believers in Christ in the main but all of us can gain spiritual blessings from it.  The most poignant point made by James is if we say we are followers of Christ, we must practice what we preach.  In chapter one, we notice four things. 
 Trials Will Come.  James 1:1-7.
1. Reality brings trials to all men including Christians. V. 2..
2. Reality teaches believers to rejoice in trials for they help us mature. V.3-4.
3. Reality is a God who is ready to answer our prayers liberally. V.5.

4. Reality requires unwavering faith to receive anything from the Lord. V.6-7. 
5. Reality means instability for the unsure.  V.8. 
 Tribulation Can Be Overcome.  James 1:9-10.
1. Reality means exaltation for over comers. V.9.
2. Reality means failure for those trusting in riches. V.10. 
 Transient Riches Fade.  James 1:11-12. 
1. Reality reveals in nature that those trusting in riches fade away. V.11.
2. Reality means a crown for those who endure trials in the love of God. V.12.
 Temptation to Sin is Not From God.  James 1:13-27.
1. Reality is a Holy God having nothing to do with evil. V.13.
2. Reality is man leans toward evil due to his innate total depravity. V.14.

3. Reality is lust brings forth sin and sin brings death. V.15.

4. Reality is God only gives good gifts & that never changes. V.16-17.

5. Reality is a Sovereign God giving life through His word of truth.  V.18.

6. Reality is living for God His way not our way. V.19-21. 
7. Reality is being a doer of the word not a hearer only.  V.22-24.

8. Reality is living according to the perfect law of liberty. V.25.
9. Reality is not being self-deceived with vain religion & a loose tongue. V.26.

10. Reality is practicing pure religion.  V.27.
Conclusion: The reality is this: God is real, He has spoken and He does not lie.  Everything about Him is Holy, Just and Good.  That reality never changes.  That which changes in your life all the time is not reality.  Hear God’s word on this.  Turn from your ever-changing sinful ways and all their dreaded consequences and pain.  Turn to the good and everlasting things of God.  If you die in your sin, you will continue to experience one painful torment after another for eternity.  Get REAL!  Have faith in God.  Repent and believe the gospel.  Trust Christ as your personal Savior.  AMEN. 
