2.  The Stone was Rolled Away

Matt. 28:1-4.

The very first thing to happen after the resurrection of Christ was the opening of the tomb.  The opening of the tomb was done NOT to get Jesus out but to show that He was already out by means of His resurrection.  Matthew is the only Gospel writer to record this information.  Although Matthew’s account of the resurrection of Christ is the briefest, it gives us very important information about what the women found on that 1st resurrection morning.  They were planning to administer some more spices to the body of Jesus and were wondering who would move the stone for them.  When they got to the tomb, they found the stone already rolled away and the guards gone.  Mk. 16:1-4.  How could this be?  Matthew’s account explains all of this.  Notice three things about Matthew’s account:  1. The Shaking.  2. The Seraphim. 3. The Sentries.
I.  
THE SHAKING. (EARTHQUAKE)  Matt. 28:2.  Note 3 things about this.  

1.  The Moment of the earthquake.  It was before the women arrived but after His resurrection.  Not the same quake as at His crucifixion Matt. 27:50-53.    Two distinct quakes happened in connection with Christ’s death and resurrection.  

2.  The Magnitude of the earthquake.  To measure its power we see 3 things.


A.  The Proof of its magnitude.  No Richter scale existed back in New Testament times but the Greek word for great that describes it here is mega.  So, it was undoubtedly a large scale quake according to the inspired word of God.


B.  The Power of its magnitude.  God’s power is greater than all earthly power.  They sealed the tomb shut but a little shaking of God’s hand and the seal is broken.  Man may try to imprison the gospel message but God can send an earthquake and break the bands of human bondage.  Acts 16:23-26.


C.  The Perspective of its magnitude.  Unbelievers challenge this earthquake because it is not mentioned in the other gospel accounts of the resurrection.  But let us not forget that there is a bigger story here than a great earthquake.  Our eternal destiny doesn’t depend on an earthquake. Our faith is based on the resurrection of Christ.  THAT is the important perspective in this story.  1Cor.15:14.  Now consider:

3.  The Message of the earthquake.  Here again there are three things to notice.


A.  The Message of Conquest.  It is a Royal proclamation of victory.  Christ has broken the bars of brass and smitten the gates of hell.  The earth that trembled in mourning at His death now leaps in joy at His resurrection.  


B.  The Message of Change.  Earthquakes often accompanied the beginning of new biblical dispensations.  There was an earthquake when the law was given in the Old Testament.  Ex. 19:18.  So it is here likewise at the beginning of the New Testament.  Hear the earth herald the change from the Old Testament types and shadows of the law to the New Testament reality in grace.    


C.  The Message of Condemnation.  Enemies of God beware!  There is an element of judgment spoken here too.  Earthquakes in the Bible are constantly mentioned in connection with judgment.  In the last days they will increase.  Rev. 6:12, 8:5, 11:13, 19 and 16:17-18.  
II.
THE SERAPHIM. (ANGEL)  Matt. 28:2-3.  Notice three things about the angel.

1. 
 His Abode.  He is from heaven.  Isa. 6:1-2.  Heaven honors Christ.


2.
 His Action.  He removed the stone and rested on the stone.  By sitting on the stone he signified two things: Triumph (He is raised!) and Truth.  Many would seal the truth in a tomb but heaven always makes the truth available to all who seek it.  

3.
His Appearance.  Like lightning, white as snow.  Heaven always out shines the earth.  Nothing on earth can compare to the things of heaven.  Heavenly visitors are often described in white clothing.  It represents their purity and holiness.  
III.
THE SENTRIES. (GUARDS)  Matt.  28:4. Again we see 3 things.

1.  
Their Fear.  God is in charge not Rome.  The courage of the hardy Roman soldiers melted at the sight of one heavenly angel.  It was not the fearful disciples that perhaps they thought might come to the tomb but a supernatural angelic being and now the intimidators are intimidated.  What a foretaste of when the unsaved stand before God.  

2.
Their Fainting.  Note the text carefully.  They didn’t die but became AS dead men.  The very sight of the heavenly messenger caused them to faint dead away.  Being posted to keep a dead man in his grave was probably one of the easiest details they had ever been on but it proved too much for them.  

3.
Their Fleeing.  The fainting was temporary.  We see down in Matt 28:11-15 that some of them went to report these events to the chief priests.  There they were instructed in a “political cover up” and received a “bailout” from the authorities in power.  
Conclusion:  God is real and God has spoken.  This wicked old dull drab world has nothing that compares to the glorious wonders of heavenly things and their bailouts, and their back room deals and cover ups are nothing new.  The powers and principalities of the world may flex their muscle and threaten harm if they will but they can to nothing to thwart the eternal purpose and plan of God.  Even the old Devil himself shall not win in the end.  As the song says, “The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not at him.  His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure.  One little word shall fell him.”  AMEN!  1/10.  
