Service by Commission

Matt. 28:16-20.

Among the many infallible proofs of the resurrection of Christ are at least eleven post resurrection appearances of Christ to His followers recorded in scripture.  We’ve studied several of these already in this series of lessons about the resurrection of Christ.  Today we will consider the 8th post resurrection appearance of Christ which is the one where He gave His church her mission statement for the church age until His return.  Our text is often called the Great Commission and indeed it is.  However, due to a misunderstanding of New Testament local church truth, most of Christianity unfortunately has been terribly misinformed about these verses of scripture.  This is not a universal command to Christianity in general; it is a command to an institution that is a local visible assembly to go with a three point order of business into the entire world evangelizing, baptizing and catechizing. In our study today we’ll consider five things.
I.
THE PLACE OF THE COMMISSION.  (2 things)

1.  An Ordered Place.  Galilee received Christ better than Judea during His ministry.  At least 3 times the meeting place is mentioned prior to the meeting.  Matt. 26:32, 28:7, and 10.   

2.  An Obedient Place.  The un-named mountain in Galilee is likely the same place where Jesus organized His church and first set the Apostles in her.  Lk. 6:12-20.  1Cor. 12:28. It is always best to go where Jesus says to go rather than trusting your own wisdom or seeking your own comfort and ease.  
II.
THE PEOPLE OF THE COMMISSION. 

1.  Their Designation.  He spoke to them not as individuals but as His Body, a local visible assembly of scripturally baptized believers.  This church in turn organized other churches that also organized others all after their kind according to the Bible principle of “like begets like.”  Thus the commission is carried on by churches not individuals.  Individuals have no more right to claim this commission as theirs than do the many false cults and man made religious organization in the world today.  

2.  Their Devotion.  They embraced His deity and worshiped Him.  Matt. 4:10.  You must worship well in order to serve well.  Most professed Christians lack true worship enough to truly serve Him. Do you think YOU can call the shots in serving Him?  No, He is sovereign in this too.  

3.  Their Doubting.  Amazing as it may seem, even at this stage, there was still doubt in the hearts of some.  If you are prone to doubts you are not alone.  Leaving the church however because of doubts is a tragic mistake that some make.  It is best to stay faithful as this is the best way to overcome doubts.  
III.
THE POWER OF THE COMMISSION.


1.  The Meaning of the Power.  It is authority.  It is not about ability, strength or might.  Jesus is almighty.  Lk.4:14. This power is a matter of rank, rule and legal right.  His orders come from the highest authority.  

2.  The Man of the Power.  Christ is Sovereign.  People are often urged to make Him Lord of their life but He is already Lord of all.  Your submission to Him is for your benefit.  It doesn’t add anything to Christ.  Phil. 2:9-11.  

3.  The Mandate of the Power.  It was decreed.  He did not assume or usurp it as men are apt to do all the time.  It was divine.  Only God could give Him this power over heaven and earth.  It was deserved.  Ps. 2:8, 8:5-8.  

4.  The Magnitude of the Power. There is no greater authority.  Angels are subject to Him as well as humans and all the rest of the universe.  Col. 1:16-17.  
IV.
THE PARTICULARS OF THE COMMISSION.


1.  The Going.  It is not get a building and a sign and wait for folks to come.  Take the truth to them.  Because of whom Christ is and what He has done and said, “Go YE therefore, not just the Pastor but YE.  Local church every-member-evangelism is the Bible way.  There is a distinct difference between the YE and the THEM of the Great Commission.  

2.  The Evangelizing.  Ours is only to take the message not get the results.  

3.  The Baptizing. Remember the 4 A’s of  baptism: Actor, Act, Aim and Authority.  

4.  The Catechizing.  Teaching is the most neglected part of the commission.


A.  The Definition.  It is to deliver didactic discourses for indoctrination. 



B.  The Disinterest. Most see church as a place for suppers and entertainment and        unfortunately, most churches are only interested in size not substance so teaching is not stressed.


C.  The Disciples.  Saved people need to be taught.  Getting converts is not all of it.  After a person receives Christ, they need to follow the Lord in Baptism and then serve Him in one of His true New Testament local churches according to thus saith the Lord.  



E.  The Doctrine.  (1) Conduct.  Observe all things. (2) Commands. Matt 28:20. 



F.  The Duration.  The verb tense is one that means continuous action. Can’t quit. 
V.
THE PROMISE OF THE COMMISSION. (4 things)

1.  The Emphasis on the Promise.  The word “Lo” is translated Behold 285 times.  In other words, it says, “It is important for you to take note of this.”


2.  The Essence of the Promise.  I am with you.  He is speaking not bodily of course but that He will always be with His church spiritually.  Matt. 18:20.

3.  The Effect of the Promise.  It encouraged and enabled.  It was not a sedative for spiritual slumber but a shot for steadfast service.  Mk.16:20.


4.  The Endurance of the Promise.  It is good “…unto the end of the world.”  This has to do with this current church age.  The consummation of this age has to do with the Lord’s coming in the air for His people.  1Thess. 4:15-18.  

CONCLUSION:  God sent His Son to be the perfect Saviour.  Christ, the eternal and sinless Son of God came as the virgin born Emmanuel and laid His life down for His people on the cross of Calvary.  He was buried for thee days and three nights and then He got up alive again from the dead that we might be saved and stand before God Justified by faith.  This is the good news of the Gospel and the power of God unto salvation.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit would use it effectually in your heart.  Hear the word of the Lord and repent of your sin and by faith believe on Christ for cleansing and forgiveness of sin.  Come today and take a stand on the side of Christ.  AMEN.  4/10.  
