Some Enemies of Revival
Ps.80:1-19.  Pray. 
This is a Psalm of Asaph.  Can you feel the heartbroken spiritual pain in his prayer?  Do you not also long for the Shepherd of Israel to give ear to our prayer?  Do you not desire to see the High and lofty One who dwells between the cherubim to shine forth upon us in all His glorious splendor and grace?  We desperately need the Tri-une God of mercy to mold us and make us into what He would have us to be for His honor and glory. Three times in this chapter, the Psalmist cries out “Turn us again.”  We see it in verse 3, 7 and 19.  Turn us again, oh God, Turn us again, oh God of hosts, Turn us again, oh LORD God of hosts. Let us join in with the Psalmist and pray oh sovereign God and creator of the universe have mercy on us and send revival.  We can do nothing to merit thy mercy.  Thou art the great first cause.  Cause thy face to shine upon on us and we will be right with thee.  Revival is a good thing and our God is the giver of all good things.  Why is it then that we do not have revival?  God is not lacking when it comes to granting revival. That is not the problem.  WE must understand that there are many enemies of revival but God is not one of them.  The Devil, who is the archenemy of God, is obviously a great enemy of revival, but we have victory over the Devil in Christ.  For the sake of brevity, we want to consider only four enemies of revival in this message.   To find these culprits, we will go the text in 2Chron. 7:14 and notice the antithesis of the “if – then” formula laid out for us there.  

THE ENEMY OF PRIDE.

1. Pride is the opposite of humility.  God’s first requirement for the revival of His people is humility. If my people… shall humble themselves.

A. The world promotes pride.  Moab is a Bible example: Jer.48:29.
B. The flesh panders to pride.  Jer.49:16.
C. The devil pushes pride.   1Tim.3:1-6.
2.  Pride is rebellion against the God of the Bible.  Nebuchadnezzar learned this. Dan.4:28-37.
THE ENEMY OF PRAYERLESSNESS.

1. Prayerlessness cut off our communication with God.  His second requirement for the revival of His people is prayer.  If my people…shall…pray. 
A. Prayerlessness does not A. Adore God.  Matt.6:9-13.  Our Father…
B. Prayerlessness does not C. Confess sin to God.  Forgive us…
C. Prayerlessness does not T.  Thank God for blessings. Thy will be done.
D. Prayerlessness does not S.  Supplicate to God our requests. Give us.
2.  Prayerlessness leaves us without hope.  As the song says, where could I go…
THE ENEMY OF PRIORITIES. 

1. Priorities often put other things before God.  His third requirement for the revival of His people is to put Him first.  If my people…seek my face.
A. Our priorities often put other things ahead of God. This should not be.
(1.) Family should not come before God. Matt.10:37.
(2.) Fame should not come before God.  Matt.16:26.
(3.) Fortune should not come before God.  Matt.19:21-23.
B. Our priorities should not be health, wealth or stealth politics. 

(1.) Having God is better than any temporary physical blessing. Prov.15:16.
(2.) Having God is better than any earthly treasure. Matt.6:21.
(3.) Having God is better than having OUR way in any or all areas of our earthly pilgrimage.  Matt.13:44.
THE ENEMY OF PRESUMPTION.

1. Presumption is a sneaky enemy of the saints.  When we presume OUR sins are not a problem, we deceive ourselves.  God’s forth requirement in the formula for the revival of His people is repentance.  If my people…turn from their wicked ways; THEN… 
A. Presumption plays off repentance.  Prov.14:12. There is a way…
B. Presumption replaces faith with foolishness.  1Cor.1:18-25.
C. Presumption pretends that God will not judge our sins as others. Eccl.8:11.
2. Presumption is in itself, a terrible sin.  Ps.19:13-14.  
CONCLUSION:      There are surely many more enemies of revival but these four should cause us to pause and ponder.  If we honestly desire a revival in our individual hearts and lives; in our local New Testament congregations; in our communities, towns, cities, states and in our nation as a whole – we must defeat the enemy of pride with - God given humility.  We must defeat the enemy of prayerlessness with the God given heart that pants after the living God as the deer pants for the water brook.  We must defeat the enemy of priorities with a God directed life motivated with biblical standards and principles.   We must defeat the enemy of presumption with a God given spirit of confession and reliance on His sovereign grace in our salvation and in our Christian service after the new birth experience.  AMEN.  
