Revival Requested by Habakkuk.
Habakkuk 3:1-2.    PRAY.

Our text is a plea for Revival in the days of the Prophet Habakkuk.  This chapter is actually a prayer in song.  Some think that Habakkuk may have been a Priest who was called by God to the greater ministry of a Prophet.  He was a contemporary of Nahum, Zephaniah and Jeremiah during the reigns of Josiah (640 – 609 B.C.) and Jehoiakim (609 – 598 B.C.) in the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  His book is three chapters long and it’s  theme is “The Just shall live by faith.”  Hab.2:4.  We find this truth also in three books of the N.T. Rom.1:17, Gal.3:11, & Heb.10:38.  His name means, “to wrestle” or “to embrace”.  He wrestled with many things in his book but in the end, he embraced God by faith.  He had a great desire to see revival in Judah and one of the things he wrestled with was why God did not grant revival.  We see several similarities with the days of Habakkuk and our day and time.  Consider three points. 
HE SAW HIS NATION GO DOWNHILL.  

1. The Nation’s problems were due to leaders who did not obey the law. Hab.1:4.  They acted as if they were above the law and usurped authority over the righteous.  Today, we have an Executive with a pen and a phone who will not acknowledge the other two branches of our government. 
2. The Nation went bad after the reign of good King Josiah; it all turned sour.  Jer.22:13_19.  We had good leaders in the recent past but now a man with anti-judaeo-Christian beliefs is having his way contrary to the law of the land, promoting Islam over our Christian heritage in America. 
3. The Nation got bondage before it got blessings. As he prayed for divine intervention, Habakkuk wrestled with the fact that instead of working mercy and grace in the nation, God purposed to turn them over to the Chaldeans for 70 years of captivity.  Hab.1:2-3, 6.  
HE SAW HIS GOD SHOW HIS SOVERIGNTY.  

1. God owes no man an explanation of what He does, to whom He does it or how and when He does it. Dan.4:35. And all the inhabitants of the earth…
2. God encourages His people by revealing Himself to them.  Ps.73:12-18.  
3. God chose a people for Himself in Christ before the world began. Eph.1:3-9. 

4. God redeemed His people by His blood at Calvary.  Matt.26:26-28. Heb.9:12. 
5. God regenerates His people by grace according to the gospel. Rom.1:16, I am not ashamed.. Tit.3:5. Not by works.. Eph.2:8-10. For by grace.. 
HE SAW ULTIMATE DELIVERANCE ACCORDING TO GOD’S COVENANT.
1. God is real.  Gen.1:1. In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.

2. God has spoken.   Isa.55:11. So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

3. God cannot lie.  Tit.1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began; 

4. God promised redemption for Israel.  Gen.17:7. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

5. God gave salvation to His people even among the Gentiles. Heb.13:20-21. 

A. God has other sheep besides the Jews. Jn.10:15-16, 17:1-26.
B. God the Son loves His Bride.  Eph.5:25-33.  

CONCLUSION:
We live in a day and time when true believers in God & Christ should be pleading with Him, as did Habakkuk and other men of God in days gone by.  There were times when God did indeed bring revival to His people.  How sweet it is when that happens.  We must also remember that our God is the sovereign God of the word of God and we dare not try to manipulate Him as the politicians manipulate modern society.  God revealed to Habakkuk what He was going to do, regarding Israel and the Chaldeans, and the Prophet feared and prayed for revival in the midst of the years.  In other words, he prayed “Thy will be done” but also – have mercy on us as your eternal plan unfolds.  The Bible tells us what the future is for saints and sinners alike.  We, as God’s people, ought to pray, “ In the mean time, Lord, remember mercy and bring Revival.”  AMEN. 
