Learning about Fake Revival from Israel
Hosea 6:1-3.   Pray. 

We have seen from many other biblical examples that Israel is a fine example of how God deals with His people.  Christians in this age can learn a lot about living for God from the Bible stories about Israel.  This is true also when it comes to the topic of Revival.  In our text, God is speaking to Israel through His prophet Hosea.  He has clearly urged them to repent and at first glance, it appears that they were having revival.  However, as we look closer, it becomes evident that their revival was only superficial.  What we need in our individual lives, in our congregations and in America is a real genuine revival.  Pray that we will not be like Israel in the days of Hosea.  Criminals on trial often express regret and beg for another chance.  That is what Israel did but God saw through their hypocrisy and exposed the shameful way they treated their Lord.  Notice three things about Israel’s fake revival.
NOTICE THE NATION’S FALSE REPENTANCE.  Hos.6:1-3.

1. They wanted outward healing not inward cleansing. V.1. Happiness not Holiness, a change in circumstances but not in character. They wanted sin without the wages.  
2. They wanted a quick fix.  V.2. They did not want grace to endure for the glory of God, they wanted to tell God what to do and when to do it.
3. They were shallow.  V.3. In blind optimism they expected superficial remedies that did not repair the heart of the problem.  Jer.6:14.

NOTICE THE NATION’S TRUE CONDITION.  Hos.6:4- 11.  

1. Like morning dew. V.4. Lovely but not lasting.  
2. Like a flash of lightning. V.5. God gave them the truth through prophets but the light did not last, it was a flash and remembered no more. 

3. Like a gang of bandits. V.6-9.  God desires genuine fellowship with His people but they were hot one day and cold the next.  They were filled with frivolous feelings, and empty meaningless words and rituals. Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice. 
4. Like prostitutes.  V.10-11. Ephraim is a general term for the Northern 10 tribes of Israel who practiced religious whoredom rather than staying true to God - and Judah, the Southern Kingdom, often behaved the same. 
NOTICE THE NATION’S HALF-BAKED SPIRITUALITY.  Hos. 7:1-8.

1. They were like a baker’s oven. V.1-4.  Their spiritual temperature varied depending on the leavening, rising, kneading and baking of the dough. V.4.   
A. They might have been healed if not for their lying, thieving ways. V.1. 

B. They continually forget the character and attributes of God. V.2.
C. They practice their dirty politics in the routine manners. V.3. 
2. They waxed hot when the banked fire in the oven was kindled. V.5-7.  

A. They fueled the fire of sin with alcohol.  V.5.

B. They purposed, planned & pounced when the time was right. V.6.  

C. They ignored God and lost their judicial and governmental leaders to the enemy due to their wickedness and undone condition. V.7. 

3. They were like un-flapped flapjacks. V.8. Burnt on one side and raw on the other.  Nomadic tribes of the East often cooked their bread on hot rocks and if not turned properly it was terrible.  When Israel mixed with the world & did not stay true to God, it was terrible.  The SAME goes for US.  

CONCLUSION:  Our relationship with God should not be “half-baked”.  A half-baked salvation does none any good and neither does a half-baked revival.  Compromise with the world leads to bad behavior and tainted character.  Pray that God would permeate our whole being, heart and soul, with His divine grace and presence.  Pray for the salvation of lost sinners and the renewing of the saints of God.  We do not need a Fake Revival.  God wants our fellowship with Him to be genuine and that is what we should desire also.  AMEN.  
