Judging Job and Friends Ch. 29-31.
“Job Rests His Case”

Job 29:1.   Pray.  
Job and his friends had three rounds of speeches, and now Job felt it was time for him to sum up his defense. The phrase "Moreover, Job continued his parable" suggests that Job may have paused and waited for Zophar to take his turn to speak, but Zophar was silent. 

In these next chapters, Job recalled the blessings of the past (Job 29), lamented the sufferings of the present (Job 30), and challenged God to vindicate him in the future (Job 31). He climaxed his speech with sixteen "if I have ..." statements and put himself under oath, challenging God either to condemn him or vindicate him. It was as though Job were saying, "We've talked long enough! I really don't care what you three men think, because God is my Judge; and I rest my case with Him. Now, let Him settle the matter one way or another, once and for all."   There are three main points to ponder in this lesson.
JOB LOOKS BACK AT LIFE’S JOYS. CH. 29.

1. Ch.29:2.  Job had opened his defense by saying that he wished he had never been born (Job 3). Now he closed his defense by remembering the blessings he and his family had enjoyed prior to his crisis.  

2. Ch.29:3. When His candle shined on my head… V.4. When the secret of God was on my home… V.5. When the Almighty was with me and my children too.  V.6-10. When I was rich with butter and oil and active in the city politics and everyone young, old, princes & nobles gave me due respect.  V.11-25. I remember when every eye and ear gave me honor and my charity and benevolence was well received of all.  I wore righteousness like royal apparel and dispensed justice upon the wicked.  That was when I was sure that my nest egg would endure until my death and I sat as chief and king with glory and respected firepower.  
JOB LOOKS AROUND AT GOD’S JUDGMENT. CH.30.

1. Ch.30:1.  From the delightful past, Job is suddenly thrust back into the dismal and disappointing present. You can almost hear him groan his first words, "But now".  Job did well to face the facts of the day and not dwell in the past.
2.  Ch.30:1, 9-10.  Job listed five complaints.  
A. I have no respect. V.1-15.

B. I have no blessing.  V.16-23.

C. I have no help.  V.24-25. 

D. I have no future.  V.26-28.

E. I have no ministry.  V.29-31.

JOB LOOKS AHEAD TO GOD’S JUSTICE.  CH.31.

1. Ch.31:1.  This is job’s final defense.  It reads like a legal document and turns everything over to God.  Job defends his integrity again and says if God can deny it; let Him deny it - but if not, let Him validate it in writing.  God did the latter with the inspiration of this very book we are presently studying. 
2. Job the Man.  Consider three sins that could trip up any man. 31:1-12. 
A. Lust.  V.1-4.  

B. Deceit.  V.5-8.
C. Adultery.  V.9-12.  

3. Job the Employer.  V.13-15.  He was upright in his business affairs and did not walk with those who were not.  He always met his bargaining agreements. 
4. Job the Neighbor.  V.16-23, 29-32.  He had already defended himself against false charges in this area by Eliphaz. 22:6-9. Now with God as his witness V21-22. 
5. Job the Worshiper. 31:24-28.  He worshiped God in sincerity.  He did not worship gold or heavenly bodies.  If he did, men might not see it but God would surely know, for God knew his heart. 

6. Job the Steward.  31:38-40.  This is one last area Job wanted to be covered in defense of his integrity.  Had he been an abuser in this area the land would have cried out against him.  God would undoubtedly know about it.  
CONCLUSION:  Look at Job’s oath to God and you will see that he asks God to send some terrible things upon him if he is guilty in any of these areas.  V. 8, 10, 14, 22, 23, 28 and 40.  When Job was finished, all of them sat in silence perhaps waitinf for an immediate response from God.  Job was sure He would vindicate him.  Job’s three friends were sure God would judge him.  What would God do?  We will see in another lesson.  AMEN. 
