                                               TOTAL DEPRAVITY

Romans 3:10-18 (Pray)

We put an article in our church paper when we were printing the “Baptist Beacon” that said Jesus Christ was not sent to be accepted or rejected of men.  We want people to understand that the purpose for Christ coming to this sin cursed earth was to redeem lost sinners.  

Lk 19:10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.  

1 Tim 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  

Matt 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.

Certainly, when Christ came into this world as the Son of man, He was despised and rejected.  Even Gods chosen nation Israel rejected Him as their Messiah.  

Isa 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

Lk 9:22.  Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.  

Lk 17:25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.  

Lk 20:17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 

So, we understand that man in his natural condition can do nothing else but reject the Lord Jesus Christ.  The point we want folks to see is that God is sovereign in all things, including salvation, and He is the one that is in control on the salvation issue not man.  

The term TULIP came up the other day and one asked what it meant.  Let us take this opportunity to refresh ourselves on this wonderful systematic way of remembering the doctrine of salvation by Gods sovereign grace.  

TULIP is a simple acrostic used to help us remember the five points of the Bible doctrine of salvation by grace.  If you do not believe these five points, you do not, in all reality, believe that God has the power to do as He sees fit regarding our salvation.  The first point in the TULIP doctrine is Total Depravity.  Every human being born since the fall of Adam, with one exception (that being the virgin born Son of God), came into this world with the deadly problem of T.D.  Lets consider four things about T.D.

I.  The Definition of T.D.

  The word depraved comes from the Latin and means crooked, wicked and sinful by nature, and in particular, by position, regarding God. To be Totally Depraved means that our sinfulness is thoroughly complete.  Every fiber of our being is tainted with sin.

1. What it is not:  

  A. We do not mean man has no conscience.  Gen 3:8

  B. We do not mean man cannot perform what outwardly appears 

  to be good moral works in the eyes of man.  The problem with 

  unregenerated mans good works is that they are not done for the

  Glory of God and God knows the heart. Hos 10:1-2.

  C. We do not mean that man is performing all the wickedness he 

  is capable of.  2Tim 3:13.  We must understand that it is not so much what man does

  but what he IS.  That is the problem of depravity.

2. What it is:

  A. Lack of love for God.  Jn 1:11, Jn 3:19, Jn 5:42, Rom 8:7,

  2Tim 3:4

  B. All moral faculties are disordered and defiled.  Titus

  1:15, mind, Jer 17:9, heart, Jn 5:40, will.

II.  The Description of T.D.

  Our text describes T.D. in a perfect way.  All men everywhere are sinners by nature and by choice.  Left to ourselves, we will go our own way and have nothing to do with the things of God.  Rom 3:10-18, Eph 2:3, 4:17-18, 1Cor 2:14, 2Tim 2:26, Matt 13:38, Jn 8:43-44, Job 15:16.  The unsaved are filthy children of the Devil.  May God put a desire in you for cleansing and adoption into His family.

III.  The Damage of T.D.

   It deprives man of any and all ability of himself to please God.  Godwardly, man is:  DEAD, Eph 2:1, Matt 11:27.  DEFILED, Gen 6:5, Eph 4:18.  DISABLED, Jn 1:13, 6:44.  

Note: Inability does not do away with responsibility.  Man was not created with spiritual inability; he acquired it for himself and embraced it.  Rom 5:12, 7:15-25, 1Jn 2:1-6.

IV.  The Deliverance of T.D.

  Gods grace is the only remedy for our depravity problem.  He, according to His sovereign will, purposed to save a certain number of fallen man.  God’s saving grace comes to us only in His Son, through faith, and that, by the power of the Holy Spirit using the preached Word of God in our hearts.  Jn 6:37, 5:24, Rom 5:1-2,6&8.

Conclusion:  Lord willing, next time we will consider more about the electing Love of God in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, that saves His people from their depravity in spite of themselves.  If you cannot wait until then, please let us know.  We will pray for you and minister Gods Word to you and try to help you spiritually in any way that we can.

AMEN.  8-07, 7-15. 
