Introduction to Revelation
Rev. 1:1.

I have been reading a commentary on the book of Revelation and am being blessed by it.  The Bible does say that there is a blessing that comes with the reading of this climactic book of the Holy Scriptures.  As the book of Genesis tells us about the actual events connected with the beginning of things, the book of Revelation unveils for us the actual events connected with the final phases of earth’s history.  After this introductory message I want to bring a series of 22 sermons (Lord willing) on this amazing book that is the capstone of the inspired word of God.  Using the most literal interpretation possible, we will study the book chapter by chapter each week.  In introduction, we want to consider five points today.
I.
THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK.


1.  Our text clearly says that this book was given to unveil the future.  More books have been written about Revelation than any other in the Canon of scripture.  Man is naturally curious about the future.  When all else fails we turn to pseudoscience and false prophets.  But not even angels or demons are omniscient and they know no more than we do about the future unless God reveals it to them.  

2.  Everything God wants us to know about the future is in this last book of the Bible.  There is nothing like the Bible on this subject.  2Pet.1:19-20.  It is true and unique.  The writings of Muhammad, Nostradamus, Edgar Cayce, Joseph Smith and all others cannot compare to God’s word on the prediction of the future.  Bible prophecy is always 100% correct and every human being ever born or yet to be born will be a participant in some of the events unveiled in the book of Revelation.  
II.         THE RELATION OF THE BOOK TO GENESIS.

1. Every thing from Genesis to Revelation is the inspired word of God.  2Tim.3:16-17.

Genesis is the Foundation of scripture; Revelation is its Capstone.  Genesis speaks of real events in the primeval ages of earth; Revelation speaks of real events in the ages to come.  


2.  The first 3 chapters of Genesis outline the entrance of sin into Gods perfect creation.  The last 3 chapters of Revelation outline the purging of sin from Gods creation.  Genesis describes a probationary and cursed world; Revelation speaks of a redeemed and eternal world.  

III.
THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BOOK.

1.  Revelation is not hard to understand.  It is hard to believe.  Spiritualizing commentaries may have some blessings in them but if you believe the Bible writers wanted to communicate with their readers and therefore said plainly what they wanted to say, then, the literal interpretation is the best way to go.  Spiritualizing often leaves too much up for grabs.   

2.  There are 5 primary methods used of interpret Revelation.


A.  The Preterist (past) interpretation applies the book to the trials of the believers at the time of its writing in about A.D.96 to 100.  This method is advocated by liberal and neo-orthodox theologians.



B.  The Historic interpretation applies the book to a present chronological sequence of events from the time of its writing to the coming of Christ and the Eternal kingdom.  This method uses spiritualization and allegories and is mainly the Protestant position.  


C.  The Futurist interpretation applies the things in chapters 4 through 22 as events that happen after the end of the “Church age” and are therefore future events.  This method is used by strict literalists that are fundamentalists and pre-millennial.  


D.  The Cyclic interpretation applies the book to all of the afore mentioned methods (past, present, and future) saying that there is a cyclical repetition of prophetic events down through time that eventually will culminate in the coming kingdom.  This method is also popular among the Protestants.  


E.  The Idealist interpretation applies the book as nothing but a series of parables and allegories meant to encourage troubled followers to trust in the final triumph of good over evil in the end and nothing in it relates to any actual event past, present or future.  This method is held by extremely liberal Catholic and Protestant theologians.  
IV.
THE CHRONOLOGY AND FRAMEWORK OF THE BOOK.


1.  The Church Age.  Chapters: 1 through 3.  This is an undetermined period of time from when the book was written until Christ’s coming in the air at any moment for His saints at the first resurrection and the rapture.  Rev.4:1-2.  

2.  The Tribulation Period.  Chapters: 4 through 19.  Seven years.  Matt.24:21.  

3.  The Kingdom Age.  Chapter: 20.  One thousand years.  Rev.20:1-3.  


4.  The Eternal Age.  Chapter: 21-22.  This is an endless time of bliss & glory. Rev.21:1. 
V.
THE NUMBERS OF THE BOOK.


1.  Revelation is permeated with an emphasis on numbers.  This phenomenon is found through out the Bible but it is very strong in Revelation.  (666, 144,000, 12 gates, 4 horsemen, 10 kings, 1000 years, etc.) 

2.  The number 7 is particularly unique in Revelation.  It is mentioned more in this one book than all the other books of the New Testament combined.  It has always been connected with fullness and completion.  Rev.22:18. Gods word was complete when Revelation was done.  


3.  Some of the many sevens found in Revelation:  churches, spirits, candlesticks, stars, lamps, seals, horns, eyes, angels, trumpets, thunders, heads, crowns, plagues, vials, mountains, kings, years and more…
CONCLUSION:  Revelation is a fascinating book.  It was written at the very end of the Apostolic age and gives God’s people guidance throughout time until the very last days.  It reminds us that God will do what He said He will do. Just as sure as the characters and events in Genesis are real, the characters and events in Revelation are too.  God will indeed do what the Apocalypse says He will do.  The question that follows is, “What about YOU?”  Rev. 22:17.  AMEN. 8/10.  
