Introduction to Letter to the Congregation at Ephesus 
Eph.1:1 (Pray)
Theme:  This book is about the believer’s service in Christ’s New Testament local congregation.  There are two things that ring loud and clear in this letter to the believers in the congregation at Ephesus.  They are; salvation by the sovereign grace of God through faith (believing) in Christ alone, and service after salvation according to the New Testament pattern in a fitly framed local congregation of true believers.  A proper understanding of the doctrine of Christ’s congregation (Matt.16:18) as taught literally in this letter would spare many believers from the mass confusion in the ranks of Christendom today due to a faulty view point in ecclesiology.  All would be much better off if we would avoid the use of the word “church” as much as possible and remember that the Greek word ekklesia actually has reference to a congregation.  Most of the places in the New Testament where this word is used obviously refer to one or more local visible assemblies.  There is a small number of times where the word is used in a generic or abstract way speaking in the singular institutionally (representing all true congregations) but the regular meaning and first use is never destroyed.    Typical to the Pauline style, the first half of the letter presents a strong doctrinal position and the last half makes a more practical application for everyday Christian living.  
Date:  This letter was written about A.D. 60-64 in the earlier part of Paul’s Roman captivity.  Some say that his captivity from about A.D. 60-68 was broken up into two imprisonments with a brief stint of liberty in between.  
Writer:  The author is the Apostle Paul according to v.1.  Paul wrote this letter along with other “captivity” letters (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) when he was a prisoner in Rome.  It is possible that he wrote a letter to the congregation in Laodicea (Col.4:16) also but we do not have any copies of that letter.  There are very similar verses in Ephesians and Colossians and it appears as if the “captivity” letters were meant to be used as circular letters among the congregations.  
Audience:  First of all the letter is written to saints.  That is not a bunch of dead people that have been honored by stuffed shirt religionists.  A New Testament Saint is simply a sinner that has been born again and saved by the sovereign grace of God through faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Secondly, it is written to blood bought born again scripturally immersed believers that were fitly framed as a corporate body in a particular place with granted authority to perform a designated mission.  Thirdly, it may be understood that there are faithful believers anywhere and everywhere in general, like those particularly in Ephesus that might also learn from this letter.  
Outline:  


Chapter One - Members at Ephesus Receive Greeting.

                         1.  Salutation. vv. 1-2.

                         2.  Sanctification.  vv. 3-14.

                         3.  Supplication.  vv. 15-23. 

Chapter Two - Members at Ephesus Remember Past.

                          1.  Gutter like Character.  vv. 1-3.

                          2.  Glorious Change. vv. 4-13.

                          3.  Great Future.  vv. 14-22.

Chapter Three - Members at Ephesus Recognize Mystery.


                            1.  Apostolic Authority. vv. 1-13.

                            2.  Apostolic Affection.  vv. 14-21.

Chapter Four - Members at Ephesus Reminded of  

                           Responsibility.

                           1.  Practicing Doctrine is needed.  vv. 1-16.

                           2.  Purity and Holiness is needed.  vv. 17-32.

Chapter Five - Members at Ephesus Rejoice in Obedience.
                           1.  Provoking to Love.  vv. 1-2.

                           2.  Parting from Sin.  vv. 3-20.

                           3.  Posting Particular Duties. vv. 21-33.

Chapter Six - Members at Ephesus Rigged for Warfare.
                           1.  Continued Spiritual Action.  vv. 1-9.

                           2.  Christian Spiritual Armor.  vv. 10-18.

                           3.  Closing Spiritual Acts of Prayer.  vv. 19-24.  

The book of Ephesians is one of the wonderful and divinely inspired congregational letters to God’s people who are saved by His sovereign grace and want to serve Him His way in a true N.T. Congregation.  We will look at each chapter very briefly for the next six week, Lord willing, and hopefully, we will be inspired to stand steadfast for the faith.  

AMEN.  

